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F "ADFERTISE MENT. 


I, is proper to acquaint 
Iv, N the Reader, that out of 
a Regard to the Gentleman 
who wrote the Letter, to 
which the following is 
an Anſwer, and at his 
Deſire, the Letter is not 
publiſhed ; as he has in this Diſpute freely 
expreſs d his Sentiment, without Regard to 
the Public. This, I think, is a juſt A polo- 
\ "gy for any Inaccuracy, or Negligence in 
Language: But as Truth, and not Elegance, 
is to be ſought after in a Controverſy of this 
Kind, Arguments impertinent or inſufficient 
cannot plead the ſame excuſe ; they ought 
to, be examined and expoſed, that both the 
Leaders and the Led may ſee what a 
wretched Cauſe That is, which ſtands in 
need of ſuch Support. 


A3 


| 


THE 


forced to ſay of W ant of Charity, in the 


Tun Author of the following Letter Jas, 
r, to deſire; That what; he has been 


Church of Rome, he may not be underfiood 
to extend to eyery Member of that Charch.- 

He is under particular Obligation to put in 

this Caution, as he has the Pleaſure to be 1 
acquainted with ſome private Gentlemen 

and ſome Prieſts of that Communion, of 

whoſe Humanity and Candour he has a juſt 
Eſteem ; and whoſe Practice, to their Ho- 


Hour, is Kuperiox a to their JAE 


by dean &c. 
— — — — * — 
1E, 


WT is now ſome Time ſince 1 

had the Favour of your Letter: 
Other Engagements have occa- 
fond my Delay in Acknowledg. 

P Ing it in the Manner it deſerv'd. 
Nor was I aware that you would 
have e your Performance in public Company, 
proclaim'd your 'Triumph, and got the Mob to 
Join in your Applauſe as a Champion unanſwer- 
able, till you had waited awhile, and been bet- 
ter inform d that L intended you no Anſwer. 

Bur it was ever thy . Deſſgn, and without 
Compulſion, to give you a Reply; (to oy 
Publication you have indeed forced me) tho* T 
might have ſaved myſelf the Trouble, as you 
have given up the fs. in Diſpute Your 
Charge upon us, (and remember you began it) 
was want of common Honeſty, for faying you 

worſhipped 
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worſhipped: Images, made Gods; Sc. I od 
Abe Practice upon you you now no duger 
deny it, but are got to defending | 

A Love of Truth, of you,” and of *Uthers, 
however different from me in religious Sentiments, 
into whoſe Hands this Letter may at ſametime 
fall, obliges me * 5 to follow you, and to let 
you ſee how you have impoſed upon cm 
or been impoſed on by others, in the Arg 
you produce to juſtify your Idolatry. 

Fox the ſake of perſpicuity and eaſe, I will 
divide your Letter into Parts, and endeavour. to 
anſwer the moſt material. Paragraphs by ſo many 
Sections. 

Your Proof is from Scripture, Reaſon, and 
human Authority. 1 readily join with you in 
making theſe the Standard by which we are to 
judge of the Truth in the preſent Debate. 

You begin, where you ſhould do, with Scrip- 
ture. 


Vous firſt Argument from thence, is that 
of Exod. 25, v. 18, Sc. Thou ſhalt make two 
© Cherubims of Gold, of beaten Work ſhalt 
© thou make them, in the two Ends of the Mercy 
© Seat, Se. This you produce to prove the 
Making of Images, and that too hy the Command of 
Almighty GOD. Y ou muſt here mean the Making 
them for a religious Uſe and Worſhip, or you 
ſay nothing to the Purpoſe; for this is what we 
have charged and proved upon you, and what 

you, do not in this Place deny, but defend. 
1. Now 


3 : | | 
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A1. "Now is it not ſurprizing, that any Man 

2 and wich his yes open, ſhould 

| oveflook>thiat. of Exodus ao, v. 4, Sc. Thou 

9 ſhalt NO MARE to thyſelf any graven 

| 6 hou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf 

to them, nor ſerve them, — and yet ſhould 

ind in the ſame Book, a Command of Almighty 

\ WW Gop to make and keep Images for a religious 

Uſe and Worſhip 2% Is "this the Way to defend 

Religion; to make the Scriptures inconſiſtent, 

and ſet Gov at Variance with himſelf? Should 

a Jew hear you talk at this Rate, he would cry 

out BLASPHEM Y '*— would glory in his 

Infidelity, and inſult over your Ignorance or 

Snpofitioo: For my own Part, I am ſorry to 

ſee any Men, who call themſelves CnzrsTIians, 

1 reduced to theſe wretched Shifts, and obliged to 

abuſe Gop's Word in order to defend their own 
Inventions. 

2. Tur two. Cherubims were made by the 

eſpecial Command of Gop. Have you any ſuch 


ſpecial Command, 'or any Command at all for 
making the Images of 'Caxi1sT,.the Virgin 


Maxx and the Saints? You may remember, 


„This was adult the Caſe at the great Council of the es, - 
"bled in the Plain of 1 in Hungary, in 1650: When Six of the 
Roman Clergy, affirming the Real Preſence of Carisr in the Sacra- 
ment, the religious Obſervation of their Holy Days, the Invocation of 
-Saints, praying to the Virgin Maxx, and her commanding Power in 
Heaven over her Son, the holy Uſe of the Croſs and Images, &c. the 
Afﬀembly fellinto high. Clamour againſt them and their Religion, crying 
out, No Cur ter, mo Woman God, no Tnterceſſion of . Saints, no evorſhip- 
Ping of Images, no praying to the Virgin Maxx, &c- They rent their 
Cloaths, and caſt Duſt upon their Heads, and cried aloud, Blaſphemy! 


"Blaſphemy !—— Ba ν , Narrative, annexed to Biſhop Cuarron on 
Frqbecy. 


i 5 that 


4 4 23 
that the ſame Authority, which forbids the mak- 


ing of Images, forbids the Committint of Mur- 
der: Yet ApzAnan had a ſpecial: Command 
to facrifice his Son : And you may as well, and 
as conſiſtently with the Commandment, preach 
up the Lawfulneſs of Murder from the 8 
of ABRAHAM, your, of OP * of 
cho.Cherybims. 

3. Tr does not appear, that as Jews were 
Arey to worſhip, or did ever worſhip them. 
truth they never fa them, being not permitted, 
"HA the High Prieft, and that but once a Year, 
to enter into the Holy of Holies. Your Images 
are publicly expoſed to the View of the People: 
Your Churches are full of them: You confeſs 
in this Letter, that you kiſs them, bow, creep 
and burn incenſe before them. 

4.  SupPosING that the People did bow to- 
wards the Ark, the Holy of Holies and the 
Cherubims : Was not Gop Aignally there preſent? 
Did not the Glory of the Lord dwell between 
Cor as the Learned render it, inhabit) the Che- 
rubims? Does any ſuch Glory, as one of your 


_ Writers affirms, ſhine forth from your Images ? + 


5. Tx Ark, the Cherubims, Cc. were Parts 
of the Ceremonial Law of the Jews, and a H- 


* 1 1 AM ſoury to ſay it, boese this Kind has been done, 
under a pretended Zeal for Religion -· Upon the Mafſacree of Yoſſi; we 
are told by a French Writer and a Bigot of his Church, that the Catho- 
ne Preachers declared there was no Cruelty in it ; and juſtify'd this bloody 
"Execution by the ſpecial Examples of Mosts, Jxnv, &c. Memoirs of 
Mien. de CasTLEX Av, Lond. 1724, p. 136, 7+ 


+. Apinexys in Dz+ nner . to his Letter 
Cure 


Na Rome, p. 2t» 
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gure for the Time then preſent Were among the 
weak and beggarly Elements, which were done 
away by the Spiritual Worſhip of the Goſpel, 

and annull'd on Account of their Unprofitable- 
neſs, by the more perfect Revelation of Ixsus 
Cuxrsr: But you, Sir, are for ſtill retaining the 
Uſages of the Zremonial, while you affectedly 
forget the Precepts of the morai, and the ſpiritual 
Nature of the Chriftian Law. 

6. Sous of your own moſt eminent Writers 
ſeem to have given up this Paſſage of ſacred 
Writ, as impertinent or inſufficient to the Pur- 
poſe for which you have produced it. Durix 
tells us, that the Biſhops in the ſecond Council 
of Nice, © inſiſted upon this Proof, and pretended 
© that the Cherubims had humane Faces, and 
© that the Uſe of Images is thus eſtabliſhed in 

© the Old Teſtament.“ But what were the Sen- 
timents of this learned | Hiſtorian upon this 
Text? © I leave you to judge, ſays he, whe. 
© ther That be a ſufficient Proof. ' And, 1 
believe, you will find your angelic Doctor 'Txo- 
MAS Aqui1nas aſſerting, that the Cherubims 
were not placed in the 'Tabernacle to have divine 
Worſhip paid them g. * 


| II. 

You produce the Serpent of Braſs, or fiery 
| Serpent from Numbers 21, v. 8, 9, to juſtify 
g your making and keeping of Images. 

1. I po not find one Word in the Hiſtory 

of the Brazen Serpent, importing that it was 


E 


1 Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of the 8th Cent. p. 138. 
$ Aquin. Prima ſecund, Qu- 192. Art» 4, py 6+ 
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worſhiped, or commanded ſo to be. Vou ſay, 
© It was commanded by Gop himſelf, and pro- 
© bably highly eſteemed, at leaſt by thoſe it 
© cured,? Now to vindicate yourſelves it behoves 
you to ſhew, that your Images are Commanded 
by Gov himfelf, and cure ,theſe who look on 
them; and then you may have ſome better Plea 
for your Eſteem of them. 


2. Tus Hiſtory of the brazen Serpent is ſo 
far from juſtifying your Cauſe, that it makes 
directly againſt it; for we find that King He- 
ZEKIAH brake in Pieces This among other Ima- 
ges; and, as it ſhould ſeem, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe it was worſhiped, © For unto thoſe 
K Days the Children of Trae! did burn Incenſe 
© to it, and he called it Nehauſhtan*. 

Tuus then ſtands the Logic of your Argu- 
ment from this Scripture : The Jews might not 
worſhip a Picture, Image or Repreſentation of a 
Serpent; therefore the Romaniſts may worſhip 
Pictures, Images and Repreſentations. King 
HRZ EK TA commanded Images to be deftroy'd ; 
therefore Pope Pros might command them to 
be worſhiped. 

Dr. Ful x ſeems to have ſet this Part of the 
ſacred Story in a true Light. © The brazen 
Serpent,” ſays he, © firſt and laſt was an Image; 
| holy, when it was commanded by Gop to be 
© made a Sacrament of our Redemption by 
* Cur1sT; lawful, when it was reſerved only 
* tor Memory ot that excellent Miracle; unlaw- 


* 2 Kings 18, v. 4. 


« ful, 


1 
4 


'} 
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© ful, curſed and abominable, when it was wor- 
© ſhiped, and therefore juſtly broken in Pieces 
© by the godly King EzEx1asF.* 

To the ſame Purpoſe Tex TULLIAN had long 
before obſerv'd, that the brazen Serpent was 


made © not as an Image of Idolatry, but as a Fi- 


© gure of their Remedy; not in derogation of the 


© Law, but as a Figure of the Croſs.” And 


thus Jus TIN Max TTR: It was a Figure of 


© the bleſſed Jxsus, who was to ſave us from 


© the Biting of the Old Serpent; for otherwiſe 
© how can we reconcile it with the Command ot 
6 the ſame Gop to make no Kind of Image ||? 


aL... 


Bur it. ſeems in 1 Chron. 28, v. 18, you 
find an Altar of Incenſe, and Cherubims ſpreading 
out their Wings, &C. 

1. Prav, Sir, do not you find in the ſame 
Chapter, and commanded by the ſame Authority, 
the Pattern of the Porch, and of the Houſes,- 
and of the Treaſuries and of the upper Chambers 
and of the inner Parlours, and of the Place 
of the Mercy Seat——and for all the Veſſels of Ser- 
vice in the Houſe of the Lord and Gold for the 
Tables of Shew Bread and alſo pure Gold for the 
Fleſb-hooks, &c Does not your Argument here 
prove a great deal too much, and imply the Ne- 
ceſſity, or at leaſt the Lawtulneſs ot the Temple 
Service, under the Chriſtian Diſpyation ? 


i Defence of the Engliſh T lation of the Bible, p. 37. 
+} Lib. de Idolatria, c. 5 
| Sce Preſervat · againſt Popery, Tits 6. p. 2.65- 


B 2 2. Burt 
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2. Bur allthis, ſaith Davrp, the Lord made 
me to under/iand in Writing by bis Hand upon me. 
v. 19; and it is further faid, that he had the 
Pattern of all by the Spirit. v. 12. Now, Sir, to 
make this Scripture anſwer to your Purpoſe, you 
muſt. ſhew that Pope Plus had by the Spirit the 
Pattern of the Houſe. of the Lord and 
that © the Lord made him to underſtand in Wri- 
© ting by his Hand upon him, all the Works of 
. © this Pattern.“ Pleaſe, Sir, to ſpecify the hiſ- 
torical Record, where I may find this Revelation 
made to his Holineſs, or the Fathers of the Nicene 
Council, of a Pattern of Gop's Houle, to be fi- 
niſhed by their Succeſſors. 


1 IV. 

Bur Josua, you ſay, and all the 
© Elders of I/rae} fell to the Earth upon their 
© Faces before the Ark——out of Reſpett to it. 
© Tos. J. v. 6. 

I. Stk, you ſhould know that the Ark is com- 
monly called the Ark of the Lord and the Ark of 
Gop : was made by his ſpecial Command, 
Exod. 25; and the Cloud, which at firſt filled 
the whole 'Tabernacle, afterwards reſided on this 
Ark of the Teſtimony, with'a great Luſtre, 
ſhining from between the Cherubims : A 
manifeſt Indication of Gop's majeſtic Preſence ! 
Can you, Sir, ſay all, or any Thing like this of 
your Images? 

2. Jos uu A's Addreſs i in this Poſture of Humi- 
liation was not to the Ark, or any Imagery that 
belonged to it; but directly to Gop, v. 7. Aud 
Josnua ſaid ; Alas O Lord Gop ! Would to 

Gop ! 
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G0 — 0 Lord, hat ſball T ſay.. Your Practice 
is but the direct Contrary; You addreſs the 
Croſs, the Virgin Mary, &6c. before whoſe I- 
mages you proſtrate and adore. 


V. 


Youx next Argument from Scripture is 
i the Example of the fame Josxv a, who put off 
| bis Shoe out of Reſpect to the Holy Land, ſay 
you, as the Angel bad him. 

Now there are a few material Differences be- 
tween your Conduct and Josnv 4's. 

1. HERE was a ſpecial Divine Appearance; 
the Captain or Prince of the Hoſt ot the Lord, 
before whom Jos nu fell on his Face to the 
Earth, and did Worſhip. Have your Images any 
ſuch Signatures of Divinity about them? He 
had before him a living Exhibition of heavenly 

| Splendor : Your Images are dead Matter, the 
Labour of human Art. 
| 2. Tux Earth was no Image or Repreſenta- 
tion of any Thing holy, but was made ſacred 
by the divine Preſence : You worſhip Images 
or Repreſentations not made facred by any Di- 
vine Preſence. | 
3. Josnva put off his Shoe by an expreſs 
divine Command : You worſhip Images, con- 
17 trary to a direct Prohibition from Gon. 
VI. 
© BuT | was not, ſay you, © Jacos a 
© grievous Idolator (i. e. upon Proteſtant Prin- 
© ciples) by adoring the Top of Josten's Rod? 
And here you reter me to the Latin Vulgate. 
REALLY 
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RraLLy, Sir, you amaze me: I did not ex- 
this Arrow from your Magazine of Artillery 
provided for the Defence of holy Church. I 
had it indeed in my Eye, when I writ to you 
laſt; and as this Text, I mean the Tranſlation 
you refer to, was publiſh'd by the Autho- 
rity of the Popes S1xTus the Fifth and CLE- 
MENT the Eighth, 'it ſeemed a ſufficient Ware 
rant to charge you with countenancing the 
Worſhip ot Images. But when I look'd into 
an eſtabliſhed Book of yours, The Grounds of the 
Catholic Doctrine, c. 9, where are to be ſeen 
moſt of your other Arguments in Defence of 
Image-W orſhip, and I found this omitted, I 
imagin'd you had been aſhamed of it, and fo 
would not preſs you with a Proof, which you 
ſeemed to have renounced. The Author ot The 
Grounds, Sc. probably thought, that the Au- 
thority of your Popes might be called in queſtion 
by urging this Tranſlation, as the genuine Senſe 
of the Original, and ſo wiſely declined it: He 
might conceive that it would reflect upon Infal- 
libility to draw it into the Debate, as authorizing 
Falſhood ; and that Holineſs itſelf might not 
eſcape without Reproach, when catch'd in pub- 
\ liſhing a Lie. But you, Sir, are reſolved to 
go through with your Work, regardleſs of 
Conſequences, and undiſtinguiſhingly apply e- 
very rotten Buttreſs that has but the Appear- 
ance of a Prop, to ſupport your Church, tho? 
it ſhakes the Foundation, and maniteſtly threatens 
the whole Fabrick. I muſt therefore follow 


you whither you have drawn me. 
| I. Your 
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1. Voux Tranſlation is falſe, and conſe. 
- quently the Authority that eſtabliſhes it is falli- 
ble, and the Argument drawn from it inconcluſive. 
You have left out the Prepoſition ini, which 
ſignifies in this Place upon or toward. Now to 
bow upon or towards a Staff, can in no fair Con- 
ſtruction imply, that the Perſon ſo bowing wor- 
( ſhips the Staff: Os will you ſay that when A- 
BRAHAM bowed himſelf toward the Ground *, the 
| Patriarch worſbip'd. the Ground? You may re- 
member that the primitive Chriſtians worſhiped 
Gop towards the Kaft; and that the Heathens 
thence took Occaſion to accuſe them of Worſhip. 
ing the riſing Sun : Will you, Sir, join the Cry, 
and from this Circumſtance of bowing towards 
the Eaſt, ſay, that primitive Chriſtianity was 
guilty of Pagan Idolatry ? 
2. 'Tno* your defign'd Omiſhon in this Place 
cannot be juſtified, yet our Addition may. Our 
Tranſlators, like honeſt Men, have the Word 
N leaning in Italics, to tell the Reader, that it is 
j not in the Original. At the ſame Time we muſt 
detend the Supplemental Word, as moſt agreeable 
to the Senſe of the ſacred Text, *till you give 
us a better. | 
| 3. Your Tranſlation is not only not agreeable 
to the Original, but does Injury to the Patriarch's 
| Character. He adored the Top of his Rod. Pray, 
| Sir, is this Circumſtance of Jacop's Worſhip- 
| ing his Rod or Staff any Argument of his 
| Faith in Gop, or worthy the being thus parti- 
cularly taken notice of by the Holy Ghoſt? But 
it appears to me a very natural Picture, and a 


* TpP0TEXUNCEY ms Thy . Gen. 18. 2 
* | Con- 
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convincing Proof of the Strength of Isz azr's. 
Faith, that he, very old and very weak, be- 
| ing now a dying Man, ſhould rowze himlelf 
ſo far as to be able, with the Help of a Staff, 
or leaning upon it, to bow himſelf in token 
of Adoration at his Bleſſing the Sons of Jo- 
se pH. The Bowing or Worſhiping might very 
naturally be an outward Expreſſion of his inward 
Thankfulneſs and pious Gratitude to Gop, upon 
the Recollection of his paſt Mercies, or the 
Proſpe& of the future Bleſſings promiſed to his 
Race: Or it might be the Poſture of a ſhort 
Prayer for their ſpeedy accompliſhment : But 
that Jacos worſhiped the Top of his Staff + (as if © 


© 4 Sin, Inever before met with what you fo juſtly remark of the abſurd 
© Tranſlation of Heb. 17, v. 21. H TEOTEKUNCEV £7] 7 axpoy & 
C pd Kurz, into the Latin et auoravit faſligiam virge ejnt, as the 
* Vulgate hath it. This I am well affured, St - IN OR was too ſtanch 
© againſt all Idolatry to have been the Author of: Yer I think they call 
© the Vulgate Latin St. Jexom's Verſion. The Greek Text itſelf I 
* eat hardly approve (tho' the inſpired Author of che "Epiſtle to the 
© Hebyewps has, by uſing it, given it N ws * — Divine Au- 
© thority) as it is the Septuagint's falſe Verſi enefis 4%, V+ 37, 
© where the Hebreey is: TORN) USP DR IMP) and 
© ISXATT bowed down upon the Hrad of the BMA: which the Greek 
© Interpreters netzlecting the Points rendred as if it had been 9 


G ( %abds ) adding the Relative &urz which is not in the Hebreeo. 
© And from this falſe Greek the Infallible Church (as what cannot Infalli- 
© bility do!) has cook'd up a Divine Authority for Worſhiping Images; 
© as if the dying Patriarch had worſhip'd ſome little Egyptian Teraph, 
© form'd on the Head of Joszen's Staff. The Targum of Onkelos hach it 
© in the Chaldaic exaftly to the Hebreto NSH N Ni PIR 
where the Chaldaic Word N is quite different from NOI che 
© Word for a Staff uſed in the Chaldee of Exodus 4, v. 2+ and fo could not 


* he ſubſtituted for the other, and this condemns the Greek pa. Nay 
© the Vulgate Latin hath converſus ad Lectali caput ; which (ſuppoſing 
* St. Izxox the Author of that Verſion) is a pretty ſtrong Argument of 
© his having had the Pointed Hebreso, as he was very careful not to leave 
the Greek but when forced by the Propriety of the Hebrew.” 
N. B. The learned Reader is indebted for this curious Remark to Mr. P. 
Wurz ; who at my Requeſt allowed it to be publiſbeds 


it 


vr 
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It had been ſome little Fryptian Teraphd after all 

the ſignal Bleffings he had received from Heaven, 

js a moſt fad Proof of Patriarchal Faith and Re- 
ligion; and I cannot but wonder, that any 
Gentleman of Piety and Learning, or even com- 
mon Senſe, can prattice Image- Worſhip, and 
preach in deſtnce of it, upon fuch wretched 

fetetices, in Defiance of ati expreſs Command, 

and the ſevereſt Derunciations of Gop by the 
Mouth of Moss and the ſucceeding Prophets, 
again and again repeatec. | 

Pxar, Sir, wheti your Hand was in, why 
did you not give us RacuaxL's ſtealing her 
Father Lazan's Gods? (What a venerable An- 
tiquity too was here?) Or the fix hundred Men 
of the Children of Daw going off with Mic 4n's 
Ephod and Teraphim and the graven Image? 
Theſe had been as much to your Purpoſe as 
1 07 Rod, which we Know not was either 

mage of Obje& of Worſhip. 

4. IL wovurDd further obſerve to you, that 
Pope Adaran in his Letter in Defence of Image- 
Worſhip, read and ratified by the Council of 
Nice, quotes this very Text as it is read in out 
Tranſlation : © FacoB Worſhiped on the T OP 
© of his Staff; and tho' he differs from us in 
expounding it of Joszrn's Staff, yet he adds, 
that it was not the Staff be worſhiped. + Here, 
Sir, let me ask you, which of theſe Popes was, 
moſt infallible ?-Apx ran who quoted the Text 
honeſtly, tho* he expounded it badly, and ap- 


1 Ack. 2. ph 107, 6. 
C ply'd 


* 


"4 * 


2 SAM. 6. v. 15, 
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ply'd it to a bad Purpoſe — or Srxrus and 
CLEMENT, who have authoriz'd Falſhood, and 
n Forgery to the ſame Purpoſe? 


2 


Bor if this will not ſuit me, you have it 
ſeems what will; viz. SoLoMoN's and all the 
Cong reg ation of. Iſrael's [aerificing Sheep and Oxen 
without number before the Ark. And you refer 
me to 2 Chron. 5 6. 

1. HRE you are got again to the Temple- 
Service and ceremonial Law; both long ſince 
aboliſh'd. Or, 

2, Ir this Text is a juſtification of your Cauſe 
and of your Practice, it proves too much; 
requires your Hecatombs flain before your Ima- 
ges, as they were before the Altar. But I con- 
ceive that Sacrifice was not a relative Honour, 
or inferior Reſpect; which is all that you pre- 
tend in this Letter to plead for, to be paid to 
your Images. 

3. Tux Sacrifice was made not 70 but before 
the Ark. Here is not any religious Worſhip 
paid to it, except you will ſay and inſiſt, that 
this Sacrifice was to the Ark and not to "Gon. 
But if you will look ,at the Remainder of this 
and the next Chapter, you will find, that the 
whole ſolemn Service was here directed imme - 
diately to Gop. Why did you not rather quote 
6, Where DA vip and all the 
Houſe of Trae} are deſcribed, as bringing up the 
Ark of the Lord with ſhouting and with the 
Sound of the Trumpet? In truth, neither 55 


* 


* 
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- this Place was the Wooden Machine, as you call 


it, any Object of Worſhip. Davip was ſeen 
leaping and dancing, but it was before the Lord, 
-—T wovurLD but further obſerve to you, as you 
have appealed to Scripture in juſtification of Image- 
Worſhip, 1. That there is not one Sin in the Law 
and the Prophets more ſtrictly, more frequently 
forbidden than Idolatry ; as if this was a Sin to 
which humane Nature would be moſt liable, and 
the Devil moſt apt to tempt Mankind. 2. 'That 
the Commandment on this Subject is expreſſed in 
Terms the moſt comprehenſive, ſo as to exclude 
all Manner of Pretext, or excuſe for the Viola- 
tion; Gop's omniſcient Spirit foreſeeing the 
Artifice that would be made uſe of, and the Diſ- 
tinctions framed to palliate this Sin and re- 
commend it to the World. 3. That the Worſt 
of the Gentile Nations that Gon caſt out and 
deſtroyed, and the Worſt of Tyrants in the Old 
Teſtament, were branded for this Crime. 4. That 
under the new Diſpenſation, the Temple of Gon 
is ſuppoſed to have no Agreement with Idols 
and that the Worſhip of them is rank'd with the 
Worſhip of Devils, with Murder and the Worſt 
of Crimes, Revel. g. v. 20 ; and you might as ef- 
fectually prove the Lawtulneſs of theſe as of that 
from holy Scripture. 5. That the Judgments in- 
flicted upon the Jews for their Idolatry, were 
intended as an Example and a Leſſon to all Ages 
and Nations, to deter them from the ſame Crimes 
Ezek. 16, v. 41.— 23, v. 48, 

So much for your Proofs from Scripture. 1 
now expected, according to the Method of Ar- 

gumentation 


* * 
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gumentation you ſet out with, that we ſhould 
have had your Proofs from Reaſon. But you 
have forgot yourſelf ; or, conſcious that what 
was ſo expreſly forbidden by Religion, could 
never be maintained upon the Principles of 
Reaſon, you are deſignedly ſilent. However I 
follow you in your own Way. 54 


VIII. 


Vo proceed, * Are not your Common-Prayer 
* Books full of the Images of CAB IST and his 
Saints; deſign'd, I hope, for no other End than 
© Ornament and Inftruction ? 

1. Tax Images, as you call them, of Cyz1sT 
and his Saints are not printed, that ever I heard 
of, by any Authority of the Church of England, 
or commanded ta be bad and retained; and that 
due Honour and Veneration is to be given them. 

2. Ou People do not, that ever I ſaw or heard 
of, kneel to them, kiſs them, pray to them, or 
burn Incenſe before them, 

3. WHAT may be retained for no other End 
than Ornament and Inſtruction, differs very 
widely from That, which is made the Object of 
Worſhip or Veneration. | Sola 

4. a Inſinuation here, that your Images 


are (like our Pictures) for ud other Eud than Or- 
uament and Iuſtruſtion, is contrary to the eſtab. 
liſhed and received Doctrine of your Church, and 
the avowed Sentiments of your moſt eminent 
Writers, CLavpius, you muſt know, one of 
the ancient Biſhops of Turin, wrote againſt Image- 
Worſhip; 


A Lotter 0 Image-W, orſbip, 17 


Worſhip; and Jox as Biſhop of Orleans under- 
took to anſwer him: He anſwered him in your 
Way. But of the Catholic Church * (ſays your 
great BARON Us) © Joxas merited not by his 
anſwer ; for he defended Images in the Church 

© as deſigned only for Ornament, and to inſtruct 

1 © the People in Hiſtory, and not for Veneration.“ 


Bur Biſhop MonTacus, it ſeems, is on your 
Side : ——**© A Proteſtant Biſhop, and one 
© whom you fancy the Church of Ezgland eſteems 
© of equal Authority with the Curate and myſelf. 
Bx decent, Sir, and keep your "Temper : Your 
Paſſion betrays you, and expoſes both you and 
your Cauſe. 

1. NeiTxrex my Brother's nor my Authority 
was once mentioned in the Cauſe. 'That he might 
fay, and fay conſiſtently with his Character as a 
5 Elergyman of the Church of Exgland, that you 
worthiped Images, I did affert ; and told you 
that the general Current of our Divines ſaid 
the ſame Thing. I particularly mentioned the 
Names of BAR ROW, STILLINGFLEET, 'T'iL- 
LOTSON and Buii. Now would you ſay any 
Thing to the Purpoſe, you ſhould ſay, that the 
Church of Knglazd efteems Mon TacGue of equal 
Authority with Baxxow, STILLINGFLEET, 

T1LLOTSON and Burr. 


* Jonas ad Ornatum duntaxat et ad inftyuendum de rebus geſtis fi- 
deles non autem ad Vencrationem eſſe debere Imagines in Eccleſia ſenſit; 
wem uns c aliis ejufdem ſe da Gregalibes ſupetius confutavimus 

5 BAR. ad ann. 523 · 


0 if 2. 1 


— 
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2, I MtGuT acquaint you, that this prelate 
was not in his Time eſteemed of any great Au- 
thority on this Subject, by either Church or 
State; that he was for his Writings admo- 
niſned by the Arch-Biſhop ; that the Com- 
mittee for Religion, upon examining two of his 
Boaks, reported to the Houſe the falſe, erroneous, 
papiſtica! Opinions found therein; and that 
one of his Books in particular was voted contrary 
to the Articles of the Church of England, and 
tending to the Diſturbance of Church and State : 
I might acquaint you that he was publicly 
attack'd by the Writers of his Time, as a Main- 
tainer of Arminianiſm and Popery +. But I con- 
feſs to you freely, that I believe he had hard 
Meaſure ; that he deſerved better 'Treatment than 
he received, and that he ſuffered in common with 
other honeſt Men, by the Faction and Curſe of 
the Times. He might be imprudent, but I hope 
he was ingenuous : He had ſome Singularities in 
Opinion that look favourably on Popery, yet I 
am perſuaded he was no Papiſt. Let us then 
take things at the beſt ;——let his Character be 
allow*d, and his Authority be admitted as weighty 
as you pleaſe, and ſee what you will get by it. 

3. In the Epiſtle Dedicatory to one of his 
Books + (a Book which none of your Party has 
been, or ever will be, able to anſwer) he © con- 


© cludes it a Point of plain Folly, if no more, for 


i Warrock and RArix ; and ſce YATEs's This ad Cæſarem. Lond+ 1626. 


ds 
% 


1 Immediate Addreſs unt o God alone, Lond. 16243 or, a Treatiſe on 
the Invocation of Saints | 


* any 
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any Man to implore the Help of others, to uſe 
© Advocates and Aſſiſtants unto Gop in any exi- 
© gence, Time of Need, or Neceſſity, who is 
© ſo directed, counſelled, and invited by Gop 
© himſelf to immediate Acceſs, without Media- 
© tion, in Call upon me: Of Folly and ridiculous 
© Abſurdity, as it is by them conceived, taught 
14 and laid down; even by the moſt learned, judi- 
cious and adviſed amongſt them: Though I 
know, in Point of Practice and Performance, 
the ſimple, vulgar People, not acquainted with, 
nor capable of ſcholaſtical Nicities or Difference 
in Terms, of Invocation and Advocation, Help 
original and derived, go to it down- right with 
direct Addreſs indeed, unto flat Impietie againſt 
Gov, and Idolatrie in their ordinary Devotion 
unto the Creature.” | 
In the Body of the Book he ſays, © Th 
Church of Rome having loſt her firſt Love—— 
hath proſtituted her Devotions : As a com- 
mon Strumpet, giveth Entertainment to an 
Commoner promiſcuouſly ; fo hath ſhe alſo di- 
vided her Call in her Devotions to every one 
that paſleth by; each Saint hath a Part :——She 
hath many Addreſſes unto many Mediators, for 
Acceſſe and Audience; for Diſpatch and Rid- 
dance at Gop's Hands, to be heard and delive- 
red in Time of Trouble; few or none immedi. 
ate To o By himſelf &. 

ONE Quotation more, from another of his 
Books, I will give you, and delire you to apply 


A Bn 
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Inxocation of Saints. p+ 57+ | 
it, 


* 
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it, and take it as an anſwer to ſome other Parts of 
our Letter. But wWhatſoever you ſay, or 
howſoever you quality the Thing with gentle 
© Words, we ſay, in your Practice you far exceed; 
© and give them [Images] that Honour which 
© is Latria, a Part of divine Refpe&t and Wor- 
© ſhip. And afterwards, © The People go to 
© it with down- right Adoration, and your new 
© Schools defend, that the fame Reſpect is due 
© to the Repreſenter, as muſt be given to the 
© Repreſentee : So that the Crucifix is to be 
© reverenced with the ſelf - fame Honour that 
© Jesvs Cuxis r is: A Blaſpemy not heard of 
© till TuoMas Aquinas ſet it on Foot f. 


X. 


Yov next refer me to © The Proteſtant French 
© Catechiſm, to Mr. 'TroxnDite, and the Prac- 
© tice of the Lutherans.” 

x. Wir the firſt and the laſt T have nothing 
to do: My former Letter, if you recolle&, wag 
to pre, ©” H. as a Miniſter of the Proteſtant 


Church of EKapland. 

2. Ap as to Mr. TuwoxnDIKE he was but 
one Man, whofe Opinion, ſuppoſe it favours you, 
is not to over- rule the. conſtant Judgment of our 
Church, andthe uniform Sentiments of our moſt 
eminent Biſhops and Divines, ſince the Time of 


"the Reformation. Or, will you allow that the 


Faith and Practice of what you call the Catholic 
Church, are diſcredited by the private Opinions 


1 Anſwer to the Gagg p- 319+ 


of 


* 0 
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or one particatir Author or two of your Com- 
munen? Not one, but many, and thoſe of e- 
minent Learning and Parts, of your Perſuaſion, 
have oppoſed and condemned Image- Worſflip; 
and this, too, long after it was eſtabliſhed by the 
Council of Nice. Will you allow that this ſets 
afide the Acts of your Councils, the Decreeg of 
our Popes, the conſtant Doctrine and allow'd 
rattiee of your Church, and the Sentiments of 
your other Divities ? W 
I xave not Mr. TnoxNDTIKE's Book, which 
refer to, by me; ſo cannot tell how he may 
have qualified the Quotation you give me from it. 
But it appears from his Sentiments delivered a 
little before his Death, when-it may be preſumed 
he ſpoke from his Soul, that he was no Friend to 
your Church in General, nor to your Practice 
n Particular, the Subject of our preſent Debate. 
© THERE is,“ ſays he, © neither Scripture nor 
* Tradition for praying to Saints departed, nor 
© any Evidence that they hear our Prayers. 
© THEREFORE it evidences 2 Carnal Hope, 
© that Gop will abate of the Covenant of our 
© Baptiſm, which is the Condition of our Sa). 
7 vation, for their ſakes. "131 


. * To pray to them for thoſe Things, which 


E S umeg ets; 
© only Go can give (as 41 Papiſts do) is by the 
0 | 1 ze ra 
proper Senſe of their Words, down- right Ido- 

6 latry. L | 9119 F 4 | I 

-: © Ir they ſay their Meaning is by a Figure, 
only to deſire them to procure their Requeſts 
© to God; how dare any Chriſtian truſt his 
D © Soul 
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1 0h Soul with that Church, which teaches that 
+ which muſt be Idolatry in all tha under; 
not the Figure? r iy | 
Tuns is neither Scripture nor Tradition for 
0 * orſhiping the Groth, the Images and Reliques 
< of Saints. * 
TukRrroxx it evidences the ſame carnal 
5 c Hope, that Gop will abate of his Goſpel for 


| 
+. © ſuch Bribes : Which is the Will-Worſhip of 


. Maſſes, Pil grimages and V to that 

©: Purpoſe +. 

So that, upon the Whole, the Diſſentions of 
our moſt eminent Divines, upon this Subject, are 
not ſo remarkable as you would make them: Not 
one of them it ſeems, not your favourite Mox- 


AGE nor an acquitting you of 


W 
XI. 


Bur notwithſtanding this, we muſt be eſteemed, 
© divided in Hearts and Tongues, like the Builders 
© of Babel, quite deſtitute of Unity, a diſtinctive 


Mark of the true Church.“ 


Very modeſtly indeed, and logically conclud- 


ed from the Premiſes. All our moſt eminent Di- 


vines, not one excepted, agree in Charging the 
Church of Rome with Idolatry : Ergo, they all 


" diſagree. 


I. Bor this Objestion of Want of Unity very 


ill omes you, or at leaſt ſome of wm Frater- 


| "Hick CTolleaion' of Controverſial Trafts. vol. x. Appendix. 
$14; | | | nity ; ; 
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nity; who, tis generally reported, have been 
moſt 1180500 f in raiſing and promoting our Divi- 
ſions, and under borrowed Names and Characters 
have driven our different Parties in Religion to 
extremes. You may be bely'd in this Charge 
upon you; but when it is notorious that ſome ot 
your Church have been moſt Inſtrumental in rai- 
ſing Faction and fomenting Rebellion in the State, 
it requires a large Degree of Faith to believe 
you have wiſhed well to the Peace, or not promo- 
ted the Diviſions of the Church. 

2. Ir the Romaniſts are more at unity among 
themſelves than the Proteſtants, let us conſider 
the Reaſons of it, and we may poſſibly find, that 
they reflect no Glory on your Cauſe, or on your 
Church. Vour Eccleſiaſtical Polity is ſo framed 
as to ſuit all Humours. None have Reaſon to 
diſſent, where all may in their ſeveral Ways be 
obliged. The Reſerved may have their Cloiſters ; 
the Licentious their Stews; the elevated and 
raiſed may have Rules of high Perfection; the 
Abandon'd and groſs, Indulgencies and Pardons. 
You have Proceſſions and Ceremonies to ſet the 
Mob agaze; you have Miracles for the Simple 
and credulous ; Viſions for the Phantaſtical, and 
Reliques and Images for the Superſtitious *. 

Tus Number of your Convents in Particular 
has been juſtly thought to contribute not a little 
to leſſen the Number of your Sects. They 
F are,” ſays a fine Writer, who took his Obſer- 
vations upon the Spot, © ſo many Receptacles tor 


See Sir Kyw. Sanprs's Europa Syecul- p- 27, Gr. 
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b all thoſe firey Tealots, who would ſet the 
© Ctiureh in a Flame, were they not got 1 
5 initheſe Houſes of Devotion, All Men ot dark 
Tem pers, according to their ee of Melan- 
5 cholly as Enthuſiaſm may find Convents fitted 
© to their Humours, and meet with Companions 
© as gloomy as chemſelyes. 80 that what the 
+ Proteſtant: would call a Fanatic, is. in the Ro- 
nas Church a Religiays of ſuch or ſuch an 

Order f.“ 

To this I may add, + the holy Houſe of 
Inquiſition (which you know to be a ſpecial En- 
gine of Eccleſiaſtical 'Tyranny, ſet up in ſome 
of the Popiſh Countries) is a moſt excellent Ex- 
pedient to o fettls all Scruples, and by precluding 
all Freedom of Speech, Debate and Enquiry, 
moſtadmirably and efeQally preſerves the Peace 
of the Church : For what Heretic can reſiſt the 
rational Conviction of a Priſon and Tortures ? 

' And where a milder Genius preſides in the 
Councils of other Kingdoms of the Nomiſb Pere 
ſuaſion, yet the Reſtraints upon the Preſs, and the 
Examinations which every Book is ſubje& to be. 
fore, and the Cenſures it is liable to after Pub- 
lication, «muſt go a"great Way towards ſtifling 
every Thought, and. pruning every Expreſſion 
that might ſeem to reflect on the Church Eftab. 
N or diſſent from the current Ortha- 

OXY 

3. Burt od all theſe Means of 

Policy and Power, to way. ih Unity of Doctrine 


Mr Ann2508's Travels, 5 294? 


and | 


* 
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and Uniformity in Prattice, the Church of Rome 
is not at Unity in itſelf, and therefore does but 
with an ill Grace object Diſſentions to others. 


You know, Sir, that yaur great Corner- Stone the 


INv#4LLIBILITY is not agreed upon; while ſome 
place it in the Pope, ſome in a general Council, 
fome in both, and ſome in neither; ſome in the 
Pope and a provincial Council; ſome in the Pope 
and a Conclave of Cardinals; and ſome in none 
of theſe, but in the Church Univerſal, or the 
Company of alb faithful People. . 
Bas inks this Difference of Sentiment about 
our Head, have "a never heard of any Divi- 
ions among your Members upon other Subjects; 
a>hetween the Jeſuits and Seculars, Dominicans 
and Franciſcans, Janſeniſts and Moliniſts? 
Bx pleaſed, Sir, to call to mind your Diſſenti- 
ons upon the preſent Subject. The Council of 
Eliberis in Spain, and that of Conflantinnple called 
by ConsTANTINE CAPRON VMS, condemn'd 
the Worthip of Images: The Council of Nice 
atterwards eſtabliſh'd it: The Council of Franck. 
fort atter. this condemns it, as does the Council of 
Aenta: The Council of Trent again re-eſtablith'd 
it. The Words of Dup ix, concerning the Con- 
duct of the Church upon this Subject are ſome- 
What remarkable. In the Weſt, ſays he, 
+ ſome, Biſhops at firſt would not ſuffer any I- 
5 mages ; but the greater Part agreed, that they 
© might be of ſome. uſe, and only: hindered them 
from being Honoured. But the Worſhiping of 
Images being eſtabliſh'd in the Eaſt, was or. 
receiv'd 
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<_ received at Rome; whilſt in France, German 
and England all outward Workhiping of chem 
© was unknown.“ 

To heal the Reflection which the Proteſtant 
Nr might be apt to make upon this Occaſion, 
obſerve how the Sorbon Doctor cooks up the 
Matter: This Difference, ſays he, © did not 
© occaſion any Diviſion among the Churches: 
1. e. They were divided without any Difference, 
and at perfect Unity, thoꝰ in direct Oppoſition. 

IT is further well known, that GAE GORY the 


Great, Se REN us Biſhop of Marſeilles, Aso AR- 


DUS Biſhop of Lyons, and others of later 'Times, 


— whoſe diſtinguiſh'd Parts and Learning have done 


Honour to your Church, have expreſs'd their 
Diſlike and Deteſtation of all Image-Worſhip 


While Pope Apx1an, Pope Prius the Fifth, Na 


CLANTUs Biſhop of Clugium, BeLLazMINE 


and Tomas Aquinas have ſtrenuouſly aſſerted 


and maintained it, 


AAN, among thoſe who, with the Council 
of Trent, agree that due Honour and Veneration 
is to be given to Images, there ariſes a new Diſ- 
pute, what is this due Honour and Veneration; 
while ſome ſay it is Latria, others Dulia ; ſome 
Latria relative, others Latria abſolute : Some tell 
us, that the Image itſelf muſt not in any Manner 
be worſhiped, but only the Exemplar before the 
Image; others ſay, that the ſame Honour is due 
to the Image as to the mplar; and others, 
mes the Images themſelves ought to be worſhip- 


ed; 


* 


ed ; but with a leſſer ; Honour than the E 
or Prototype. 

Tus, Sir, you have upon this Subject alone, 
Writer againſt Writer, Biſhop againſt Biſhop, 
Church againſt Church, Council AE Ca, 
and Pope againſt Pope. 

Txrtxrt was indeed no occaſion to recur to Hit. 
tory of Times paſt to obſerve your Diviſions: 
Look, Sir, into the preſent State of France, and 
ſay, Are the Romaniſts one Heart and one 
Tongue? 

Bur I need not dwell longer on this Subjedt, 
which is exhauſted by Biſhop STILLINGFLeeT. in 
the fifth Chapter of his Diſcourſe concerning the 
Idolatry practiſed in the Church of Rome. In this 
Chapter the excellent Writer hath thewn, © that 
< there have never been greater Diſturbances in 
© the Chriſtian World, than what you call the 
© Means of Unity, viz. the Pope's Authority 
© hath procured; no where greater 'or more 
© laſting Schiſms; no where fiercer Diſputes a- 
C bout Matters of Order and Doctrine, than among 
© you. So that, by your own Principles, if 
Unity is a diſtinctive Mark of the true Church, 
you neither are, nor have been, that Church, 

4. AFTER all, ſhould we allow, that you did 
agree in all Points wherein you differ from us, or 
in the additional Articles of Pope Prus's Creed, 
ſhould we envy your Unity, and admire the Har- 
mony of your holy @hurch ? Or ſhould we not 
more juſtly deteſt it, as an unchriſtian Confederacy 
uw the Goſpel and Truth of Gop? 


« XII. 


, 
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4 Now receive 1 your Compliments £ foe ttade⸗ 
9228 the Uſe 8 ſo far back as the Mrene 
© Conneil s- ag yu think. it does no great Honour 
© toour Cauſe; being a plain Demonſtration, that 
© the Uſe-of Images fubfiſted fo many hundred 
© Years before the Reformation, andconſequent! 
© before our Church hml any viſible Exiſtence 
© the Uniyerſe: did not, it ſeems, confider the 
© Conſequence.” 

Te is beſt, Sir, always to! Truth, and to 
leave C es to {hift for themſelves : You 
may ſoon a, ſee where the Conſequence will 


K Entzox i Opinion, er Falſhood in Doctrine, 
or Folly and Imp in Practice,” are not more 
juſtifiable or ſible for being old. If they 
were, ancient Paganiſm ſhould iliitake Place, and 
Chriſtianity has no Title to our Preference and 
Acceptance. Or had you liv'd in the more early 
Ages of the Church, would you have join'd che 
Cry with Jortax and other Enemies of the 
Croſs of Crx1s'T, and 4 po our moſt holy 
Religion as fut, becauſe 
2. Bur in Truth (ſu W we Antiquity the 
Teft and Record of Truth) Antiquity is not on 
ur. Side. When you preach of the ancient 
butch, ad your'poor, ignorant People (whom 
I heartily pity) place a Merit, and boaſt them- 
ſelves,” in being of the o Religion, you may 


- mutually deceive and be deceiv'd without Cons © 


tradition, But, for your own ſake, Sir, you 
had 


. ab 
* 


6 F 


had beſt, when you enter into Controverſy with 
thoſe of our Church, who know any thing of 
the pure Ages of Primitive Chriſtianity, never 
mention Antiquity. You cannot but know (and 
I wonder much how Gentlemen of Learning can 
reconcile this Knowledge with their Practice) 
that the Fathers and early Writers of the Church 
are all againſt you in the moſt material Articles, 
wherein you differ from the Church of England. 
The Biſhopof Rome's Supremacy and Infallibility, 
Tranſubſtantiation, Communion in one Kind, 

ſeven Sacraments, the Doctrine of Merit, and 
Works of Supererogation, the Worſhip and Invo- 
cation of Saints and Angels, Scriptures and Pray- 
ers in an unknown Tongue, are clean contrary 
to the Practice and Doctrine of the primitive 
Church, and the moſt ancient Chriſtian Writers; 
and were not eſtabliſſd till ſome Hundred Years 
after CHRIS r. 

Tux Practice of Image-Worſhip Cour preſent 
Subject) was eſtabliſhed by the ſecond Council of 
Nice i. e. between ſeven and eight hundred 
Years after Cyx1sT ; for I think the Empreſs- 
Regent IX ERNIE is ſuppoſed to have called this 
Council in the Year 786, Now ſhould it appear 
that Image-Worthip was not practiſed or eſtab- 
liſn'd, was exclaim'd againſt, and univerſally 
condemn'd, by the more early Writers of the 
Church, and that the Fathers of the ſecond, 
third and fourth Centuries both preach'd and writ 
againſt all Uſe of Images in the Service of Gop, 

and declared it deſtructive of all true Religion, 


E bat 
oo 
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What becomes of your boaſted Antiquity to 
juſtify this Practice? If you claim a Right to 
your Wooden Machines from the Poſſeſſion of nine, 
with what Face can you object to our Diſclaiming 
that Right from the Authority of teen or /ixteen 
hundred Years? If Antiquity alone proves you 
are in the Right, a greater Antiquity muſt be al- 
low*d it's Weight, tho? it proves you are in the 
Wrong. | | 

4. Tnar you may not ſay we here beg the 

ueſtion, and. aſſert without Proof, I will give 
you the Authority of ſuch of the Fathers as I 
have by me; and for your further Satisfaction 
could with you would peruſe the ſecond Part of 
the Homily againſt the Peril of Idolatry. 

1. Sr. Cyuxys0s Tom flouriſh'd about the Year 
300. In his Commentary upon thoſe Words of 
Isa1an, Their Land alſo is full of Idols, he tells 
us, that the Prophet forbids, © to make any I- 
© mage:* Where, by the Way, I would obſerve, 
that the Tranſlator, a Carthuſian Monk, has 
render'd the Greek iftmoriope rower depingerent 
Imagizem, CAR xSOS TOM afterwards calls every 
Idol (va iunwy,) an Abomination to be hated 
and utterly detefted. _ 

Ir is ſomething remarkable, that the Father, 
in Commenting on the former Verſe, Their 
© Land alſo is full of Silver and Gold, neither is 
© there any End of their Treaſures : Their Land 
© alſo is full of Horſes, neither is there any End 
© of their Chariots, tells us, that the Prophet 
did not blame the Uſe of Horſes, of Wealth und 


Power, but the Abuſe of them: But here, tho? 
Is artau 
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Isa14au makes uſe of the ſame Form of Words, 
and continues his Exclamation againſt the Wick- 
edneſs of the Land, yet Cuxyso05sToM makes no 
Diſtinction between the Uſe and Abuſe of Idols: 
But every Iaol, ſays he, is an Abomination *, 

.In another Place, + mentioning the Beginning 
and Root of Idolatry, he aſcribes it to the ex- 
traordinary Opinion conceiv'd by the People of 
thoſe Heroes of Antiquity, who fought ſuc- 
ceſsfully, erected Trophies, built Cities, &: 
But, ' adds CR VYSOS TOM, that this [ 1dolatry } 
© might not be paid to the Saints, Gop ſuffered 
© them to be perpetually toſſed, to be beaten, to 
© fall into Diſeaſes; that their great Weakneſs 
© of Body, and Multitude of 'Temptations, might 
© perſuade or convince thoſe Preſent, that they 
© were but Men who wrought ſuch Miracles.” 

2. LactanTivs flouriſh'd about a hun- 
dred Years before Cyr vys80s TOM. In his ſecond 
Book of the Origin of Error , ſpeaking of Ima- 
ges, he thus expoſtulates: What Madneſs is it 
© to form or make thoſe Things, which they 
© afterwards fear, or to fear thoſe Things which 
© they have ſormed. But, ſay they, © we 
c fear not thoſe Things, but the Perſons to 
© whole likeneſs they are formed, and to whoſe 
Names they are conſecrated.* You fear them 
* then,? replies the Father, © becauſe you ſup- 
© poſe them to be in Heaven: Why then do 
© you not lift up your Eyes to Heaven ?—Why 


* CxysosT, Toms 3. p. 678. Ed. Lat. Paris 1636: 
j Hom- 1ma- ad Pop- Antiochen. 
10 
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© do you rather look to the Walls, the Wood and 
© the Stones, than to that Place where you believe 
© them to be? What mean theſe Temples? 
© What theſe Altars What theſe Images? 
© which are the Monuments of the Dead, or of 
© the Abſent :——lt of the Dead, why ſo fool- 
© jth. as to worſhip them ?——If of the Abſent, 
© they are not to be worſhiped, it they neither 
© ſee what we do, neither hear what we ſay.“ He 
makes it a clear Point, and lays it down for a 
Truth indiſputable, that there can be no Religion 
where there is an Image *. I would deſire you to 
read the Remainder of the ſecond Chapter with 
the fourth of this ſame Book; as they ſhew, not 
only the No-Antiquity, but the great Folly and 
Impiety of Image-Worthip: You would learn too 
(as you may indeed from what is here quoted) 
that the Refinement of ſome of your Doctors, 
who affect to ſay, that they reſt not upon the 
Type, but by That aſcend to the Prototype, 
would not at all palliate your Practice in the O- 
pinion of LAc TAN TTVs. 

3. Ox1cen, I think, died in the Year 256; 
and begun to make a Figure in the Church very 
early in this Century. In his ſixth Book agajnt 
Crrsus, we find that the Infidel had called the 
Chriſtians the moſt ignorant, untutor'd, laviſh 
Wretches : But we,* fays this Father, call 
© thoſe unlearned and uninſtructed, who are not 
© athamed to addreſs Things inanimate, to invoke 


Non eſt dubium, quin Religio nulla ſit, ubicungue Simulachrum eſt. 
C. 18. P. 111. EA. Cantab. 


Health 
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Health of the Infirm, Life of the Dead, and 
Help of the Helpleſs : But if any one "ſhall 
© ſay, that © theſe Things are not Gods, but 
©. only Symbols in Imitation of the true Gods ;* 
© —Nevertheleſs,* continues the Father, they 
© alſo are uninſtructed, ignorant and flayiſh 
© Wretches, who imagine that the Imitations of 
© the divine Nature, or of the Divinity, are from 
© the Hands of Mechanics; ſo that the Meaneſt 
© of our People are far removed from this Igno- 
© rance *.“ And in another Place, in Anſwer to 
ſome other Calumnies of his Pagan Adverlary, 
he ſays, © We teach, to thoſe who are firſt in- 
© troduced among us, or (as others have render'd 
© the Words) in the firſt Place, and among the 
© firſt Things, we teach the Candidates of our 
© Religion, a Contempt of Idols, and of all Sta- 
© tues or Images. You'll obſerve the Expreſſion 
Sir, as you ſometimes make a Noiſe and raiſe 
2 Duſt about the Word ia as applicable on- 
ly to the Heathen Gods and their Images : But 
here you ſee that the early Chriſtians were taught 
A Contempt not only roy kid but alſo malvruy 700 
wy) uaro f. 

I wovLD farther obſerve to you, that Cersvs 
objected to the Chriſtians, that they made no 
© Images :——And that in this they reſembled 


© the Seythians and other irreligious and lawleſs 
© Nations, who dedicated no Image to their Gods, 
© and counted them Fools who did ſo 4.“ 


* On10c+ con. CETLS. p 293, 4. Ed Cantab. 
P. 120. 
$ Vid. L. 6. p. 199 L. 7. p. 373+ L. 8. p- 389, 404 · 
* 4. MNVUTIus 
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F 4. Minutrivs Felix liv'd about the ſame 
Time with Ozicen.. In his O#avius he ſays, 
© 'That the Ancients were ſimple, credulous and 


© imprudent about the very Gods they worſhip- 
© ed; for by paying a profound Veneration to 


© their Kings, and wanting to ſee them again 


© after Death, in Effigie, and very deſirous to de- 
© tain their Memories in Marble, at length they 
© turn'd theſe monumental Comforts into Objects 
© of Devotion *. Is not this, Sir, the true Hiſ- 
tory of the Riſe of Popiſh, as well as Pagan, 
Idolatry, viz. a Veneration for dead Men? 

In ſeveral other Paſſages of this Tract, the 


Father ſatyrically expoſes the Folly of making 


and worthiping Wooden Gods, Deities of Braſs, 
of Gold or Silver. But it would be tedious to 
collect all that might be found in him upon this 


Subject. I ſhall content myſelf with one Place 


more. The Heathens, it ſeems, objected to the 
Chriſtians the Adoration of Croſſes. What does 
MixurT1vs reply to this? Does he diſtinguiſh 
between Dulia and Latria? Or, admitting that 
they worſhipped the Croſs with Latria, does he 
defend himſelf by ſaying, that it was not with 
Latria abſolute, but Latria relative? Not one 
Word of all this: But © Croſſes we neither wor- 
© ſhip nor wiſh for +: You certainly,“ continues 


| he, © who worſhip wooden Gods, are the moſt 


© likely to adore wooden Croſſes, as being Parts 
© of the ſame Subſtance with your Deities . 


* Rrxvr's Apologies. | Vol. 2. p- 109 · 
| Cruces-nec colimus, nec optamus- 
Rxxvss ib» p. 143+ 1 
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Vov'rx here, Sir, obſerve, by the by, that if, 
according to what you ſay in another Part of 


your Letter, Cultus has, in this Place, a large 
Signification, and is uſed here, as you fay it is by 


the Proteſtant Divines, to comprehend an inferior 
Honour ; then the primitive Chriſtians, it ſeems, 
did not pay even this inferior Honour to the Croſs 
itſelf; ſo much unknown in Mi N urIus's Time 
was your ſolemn Adoratio Crucis. 

5. Tex TULLIAan flonriſh'd in the latter End 
of the ſecond Century. In his Apologetic he 
ſays, © As for Images, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
© they are material, and often of the ſame Mat- 
© ter with your common Utenſils; and *tis ten 
© to one but the holy Image has ſome Siſter-Veſ- 
© ſel about the Houſe.” And ſoon after, © If 
© we adore not Statues and Images as cold as 
© Death, and in this ſo very like the Bodies they 
© repreſent, do not we deſerve Panegyric rather 
© than Puniſhment, for leaving an acknowledgd 
Error * a | 

Can you think, Sir, if the Worſhip of Images 
had been now in Faſhion in the Church, that 
TERTULLIAN would have thus apologiz'd for 
the Chriſtians? Or would he have charged the 
Heathens with Idolatry, for practiſing what was 
admitted among themſelves 2 Could the Father 
with any Decency or Conſiſtency have defended 
Chriſtianity for renouncing this Error, had it 
not been renounced? Could he have claim'd 


*® TzaTVLiL.. Op. Toms 2. p. 618, 620+ Ed. Pariſe 1566: 
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Applauſe for doing himſelf what he thus ſevere. 
ly cenfures in others ?? 
- His whole Book of Idolatry is well worth 
your Peruſal: A few Extracts I ſhall give you 
it, which ſeem more directly to condemn 
your Practice, and to contute the Arguments 
you have made ule of in the firſt Part of your 
Letter. Every Form or little Repreſentation 
© requires to be term'd an Idol: Hence all At- 
© tendance and Service about an Idol, is Idolatry. 
oy forbids an Idol to be made as well as 
© worſhiped To root out all Foundation and 
© Materials of Idolatry the Divine Law hath 
© proclaimed, Je ſhall not make an Idol. It is 
* humane Error to worſhip any Thing, except 
© the Creator of all Things} He afterwards 
proceeds at large to anſwer the Arguments made 
uſe of by the Artiſts or Statuaries in defence of 
their Practice. One of theſe is what you have 
alledg d, viz. Mos xs's making the brazen Ser- 
pent. To which, among other Things he replies, 
If we interpret theſe Things as Enemies of the 
© Law, do not we, as the Marcionites, aſcribe 
© inconſtancy to the Almighty ; whom they thus 
© deſtroy as a changeable Being, while he forbids 
© in one Place, what he commands in another +? 


5 0] * Vid. Lib. de Idol. P. 448, 463. 
| Otanis Forma, vel Formula Idolum ſe dici ex Inde Idololatria, 
gmnis circa omne Idolum Famulatus et Servitus: Idolum tam feri quam 
coli Deus prohibet : — ad eradicandam ſeilicet Materiam Idololatris Lex 
di vina proclamavit, Ne feceritis Idolum; Omnia igitur colit humanus Ke. 
ror preeter ipſum Omni um Conditorem · P. 446, 448+ 
} Si hec ut Adverſarij Legis interpretemur, nunquid & nos quod & Mar- 
cionitz inconſtantiam aſetibimus Omni potenti, quem illi hoe Modo deſtru. 


unt ut mutabilem ; dum alibi vetat, alibi mandat · p-; 447» 
Aud 
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And afterwards he fays, It there is Honour gi- 
ven to an Idol, without doubt that Honour is 
Idolatry *.* You'll conſider then, Sir, how far 
your Sentiments of Honour and Reſpect to Images 
(did you go no further, as you manifeſtly do) 
would have been approved of by this Father. 
6. Sr. CremenT of Alexandria was very little 
before Tex TuLLIan, if not Cotempory with 
him. If you had alledged to this Father the 
Cherubims as Proofs of facred Images being law- 
ful, and Objects of Religious Worſhip, he would 
have told you the Inconſiſtency of ſuch a Suppo- 
fition or Argument, with other Parts of Mose s's 
Conduct: For never, ſays CLEMENT, © would 
© he who perſuaded not (7. e. who forbad) a gra- 
© ven Image, have himſelf framed an Image of 
© holy Things 4. 

In his Advice to the Greeks, you have ſeveral 
Pages. to ſhew the Folly and great Impiety of 
Image-Worſhip. A Sentence or two may con- 
tent you. © In Truth, an Image is dead Matter, 
© framed by the Hand of the Artift, But we 
© have no ſenſible (or material) Image But 
© an Image to beapprehended by the Mind, not by 
© Senſe, is Gop, the only truly Gop ft.“ Before 
he had ſaid, © That the meaneſt Creatures are 
© better than Statues or Images; for thoſe have 
© Senſe, but theſe have none, being altogether 
© idle, unattive and inſenſible.“ He afterwards 


81 Idoli Honor eſt, fine dubio Idoli honor Idololatria et. p. 457+ 


| CLayMExT. Oper. P. 241+ Ed. Commelin« 1592+ 
+ Adbort- ad Gent · p. 15. 
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aks, Why do you give the Honour of Gov 
to thoſe that are not Gods? Why, leaving 
f Heaven, have ye honoured the Earth? for what 
5 elſe is Gold, or Silver, or Adamant, or Iron, 
5 or Braſs, or Ivory, or precious Stones? Are 
© not all theſe Things the Offspring of one Mo- 
ther, the Earth ?—But why have you, vain and 

© ſhallow Men, reproaching the ſuper- celeſtial 
© Region, drawn your Devotion to the Ground, 
© making to yourſelves earthen Gods? 

You't. pleaſe, Sir, once more to obſerve, 
that in the Beginning of this laſt Quotation, he 
makes uſe of the Word r5pncars from whence I 
collect that the Di ſtinction you have invented 
between Honour and Worſpip, while you affect to 
deny This, but to pay That to your ſacred 
Images, was quite unknown in CIEMEN T's 
Days. 

[ wilt but trouble you with one Obſervation 
more from this Book of CLemen T's. It is where, 
ſpeaking of the divine Honours paid to the I- 
mages of the Heathens, he mentions the Incenſe 
and Victims offer'd them, and the Smoke with 
which they are honoured and fumigated and 
grows black This, Sir, naturally reminds one 
of the holy Image at Loretto, whoſe Face, we 
are told by Travellers, is as black as a Negroe's; 
and this owing to the ſame Honours of Lamps 


and Incenſe, which were given to the Pagan 
Idols 


7. Jusrix Max rr flouriſh'd about the 
Tear 160. In his Apology he ſays, © We can- 
© not youchſate to worthip with numerous Victims 

© and 


N 
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© and Garlands of Flowers the Work of Men's 
Hands; what you muſt help into the Temple, 
© and being ſo placed, think fit to dub them 
Von this Paſſage the worthy Tranſlator, Mr. 
Reeves, obſerves, that the primitive Chriſtians 
© farted at every Thing that had but the leaſt 
©'Symbolizing with the Heathen Idolatry : They 
© look'd upon the very Making of Idols, without 
© any Deſign to worthip them, as an unlawtul 
© 'Frade, and inconſiſtent with Chriftianity., _ 

Bu r to return to JusTIN 3 What need 1 
© mention,” ſays he, © how the Artiſts manage 
© the ſubject Matter of their Gods; how they 
© hack it and hew it, and caſt it and hammer it, and 
© not ſeldom from Veſſels of Diſhonour, by chang- 
© ing their Figure only, and giving them ano- 
© ther Turn by the Help of Art, out comes à 
© worſhipful Set of Things you call Gops, This 
© we look upon, not only as the higheſt Flight 
© of humane Folly, but the moſt injurious Af- 
© front to the true Gop 5. | 


I Have nothing more of Jus TIn's Works by 


me but the Apology here quoted, nor any other 


of the Fathers but thoſe here reterred to ; from 


whence I learn to draw a few Obſervations. 

1. Tur many of thoſe Things which they 
charge upon the Pagans as Idolatrous, have been 
and ſtill are practiſed by the Papiſts. 2. That 
theſe Fathers blame not Idols only as Repreſen- 


| Ch. 9. 
S Rrxyzg's Apolog. Vol. 1. P. 26, 27. 
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4s A Letttr on Image-Worſhip. 
tations of Demons, or devoted to falſe Gods; 
but as in themſelvesimproper Objects of Worſhip, 


as being framed of corruptible and ſenſeleſs Mat- 
ter, without Life and Motion, the Work 


of Men's Hands, ——detraQting from Gop's Ho- 


nour, contradicting his expreſs Command, and 
deſtruftive of his true and ſpiritual Worſhip.” 
3. 'There is not, I think, one Truth more clearly 
deducible from the Writings of the Fathers of 
the ſecond and third Century, than the Prohibi- 
tion of Image-Worſhip; and you might as well 
appeal to primitive Antiquity to prove and juſti- 
fy the Worſhip of the Devil as the Worſhip of 
Idols. 

To confirm my own Sentiments, I muſt here 
give you the Remark of a very ſenſible Writer, 
and who ſpeaks like one familiar with his Subject. 
* The Fathers,” ſays he, inſiſted on it to ho 
© laſt, that all fach Images as were made the 
© Obj iofts of worſhip were Idols; ſo that if in 
© any one Thing we have a very full Account 
© of the Senſe of the whole Church for the firſt 
© tour Centuries, it is in this Matter. They do 
© not ſpeak of it now and then only by the Way, 
as in a Digreſſion, in which the Heat of Ar- 
© gument, or of Rhetoric may be apt to carry 
© Men too far; they ſet themſelves to treat of 
© of this Argument very nicely ; and they were 
© engaged in it with Philoſophers, who were as 
© good at Subtilties and Diſtinctions as other 
6 Men: This was one of the main Parts of the 


F Controverſy 3 ; ſo if on any Head whatlo. 
Lever 
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© eyer they writ exactly, it is upon thoſe Sub- 


c jects. | 

Bur I need not urge you with the Authority 
of our Proteſtant Writers; your own Dvuern 
- "*conteſles, © That in the three firſt Centuries, and 
© in the Beginning of the fourth, they [Images] 
©: were very ſcarce among Chriſtians.” He ſhould 
have ſpoke” out plainly, and told his Reader, 
that they were utterly. unknown ; for he after- 
wards adds, © 'Towards the End of the fourth 
Century they began, eſpecially in the Eaſt, zo 
© make Pictures and Images, and they grew very 
© common in the Fifth *.” 

Many other_learned Perſons of your Church 
have fairly acknowledg'd the ſame; and it is 
really amazing to ſee, the whole Current of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity being againſt you, what pi- 


tiful Excuſes and Apologies have been made for 


this Practice. The Fathers of the Nicene Coun- 
ci], in the Arguments they produce for it from 
Antiquity, go upon meer legendary Fables, and 
the Dreams of ſuperſtitious Monks, rather than 
any clear Teſtimony or Authority from the ge- 
nuine Fathers. | 

Ir pities one ſtill more to ſee ſo learned and in- 
genuous a Perſon as Due1n forced, in ſupport of 
a Syſtem, to uſe ſuch wretched Sophiſtry, as he 
does upon this Occaſion. © There is no doubt,” 
ſays he, © but when Paganiſm was the prevailing 
© Religion, it would have been dangerous for 
$ Chriſtians to have Images or Statues, becauſe 


FE²eclefiaſt · Hiſt . 8th Cent · P. 146. 
© they 
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4% A Latter on Image-Worſhip. 
© they might give Occaſion of Idolatry to them, 


© who were newly recovered from it ; and they 
© might have given Pagans reafon to object to 
© Chriftians, that they had and worſhiped Idols 
©'as they ad: Therefore it was fitting there 
© ſhould be no Images in thoſe firft Ages, eſpe- 
© cfally in Churches, and that there ſhould be 
© no worſhip paid them. Afterwards, People 
© being better taught, more learned and farther 
© off from Idolatry, there was not ſo much 
© danger to propofe them to them; and the 
© Church being more fplendid in her Ceremonies, 
| © they ſerved as Ornaments to Temples, Ge. 
© Therefore, there being no more danger of Ido. 
© latry, why ſhould not Chriſtians have Idols 15 

Ix Anſwer to this, it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
that CARIST was manitefted in the Fleſh to deſtroy 
© the Works of the Devil ; one of whoſe greateſt 
Works was the Support of Idolatry :S—That 
it was the great Reproach of the Gentiles, be. 
fore their Converſion to CnxrsT, that they were 
carried way to dumb Idols ;—— That while Pau 
preached at Athens, his Spirit was ftirred, or ra- 
ther exaſperated, iz him, when be ſaw the City full 
of Idols '——Fhat he and BaxzxnaBas preached 
to the Men of Lyftrz, that they poul turn from 
theſe V amities to the living Gov, who made Heaven 
and Farth, and the Sea, and all Things that are 
therein. What Agreement, ſays the Apoſtle, bath 
the Temple of Gor with Idols? — And, again to 
the Corinthians he fays, Flee from Fdolatry * And 


1 Eeclefiaſt: Ei gth Gent» P. 147% 


to 
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to the ſame Purpoſe St. Jonx, Keep yourſebves 
from Idols, It muſt be further Acknowledged, 
that the ſucceeding Apologiſts for Chriſtianity 
for three hundred Years after Cuz 187, during Z 
great Part of which Time the miraculous Spirit 
of Gop reſided in the Church, were equally vehe- 
ment againſt all uſe of Images! in the divine Service. 
Now what ſays our learned Sorboniſt to all 
this? Why, truly, that the Chriſtians of the 
fifth, Fa ſeventh and eighth Centuries, after 
the miraculous Spirit of Gop had departed from 
the Church, were better taught, and more learned: 
f. e. Than they had been by Caz1sT and his A. 
es, and their immediate Succeſſors. The 


43 


Founder of our holy Religion had enjoined the 


Worſhip of Gop in Spirit and in Truth; but now 
Ceremony and Splendor were become more fa. 
ſhionable :>—And Idolatry being aboliſhed by 
CuxisT, why might not Chriſtians have Idols? 
Tus learned Writer ſeems, all this while to 
be labouring againſt the Truth, and conſcious 
that he had got a bad Cauſe to maintain ; for ob. 
ſerve how candid and ingenuous after all is his 
Confeſſion : © It [the Worſhip of Images] can- 
© not be ſaid to be abſolutely neceſſary; and thoſe, 
© who for ſome private Reaſon, do not think 
© themſelves bound, for inſtance, to proſtrate 
© themſelves before Images, to bow to them, to 
© kiſs them, to embrace them, to expreſs their 
© Reverence for that they repreſent ; 
F 5 tay, are not to be condemned as Heretics, who 
* will not do ſo tor {ame particular Reaſons, either 
© becauſe 


-=thoſe, I 


— 


—ͤ—m—wé— 9 ꝰꝙ— 1 ᷓ — ä—— 
= —_ 230 - — 9 — 
* * "rw «K — -— — — 
* = = \ 


Fr rr aw 


4 
Fre * 
— 


— —— 7 — 2 - 
* 
— —— _— 4 
* — 8 


6 
if 
* 

4 
: 

4 | 
1 Ti 
0 : 
5 


. * 


„„I Lenker os Image-Worſhip. 


becauſe the Practice of their Church, (he 
ſhould have ſaid, becauſe the Practice of the 
univerſal Church for at leaſt three hundred Years 
after CuzisT) is otherwiſe, or becauſe they 
. © fear thoſe outward Duties ſhould be miſta- 

© ken for Adorations; or, laſtly, becauſe they 
do not believe the Worſhip of Images to be 
© ſufficiently warranted ; ſeeing to prove it, they 
© (6. e. the Nicene F athers) have alledged a great 
© Number of falſe Pieces, or of impertinent Paſſages 
© that prove nothing *. 

I wouLD but obſerve to you further upon this 
Head of Antiquity, that the primitive Chriſtians 
would ſooner die a thouſand Deaths, than wor. 
ſhip or burn Incenſe to an Image or Idol ; and 
that the vileſt Heretics, the Gno/ticks and Car- 
pocratians, were peculiarly noted for doing both. 
Now is it not ſomething ſtrange, that Proteſtants 
ſhould be term'd Heretics, for doing that which 
ennobled Martyrs ; and that the Catholic Chriſ- 
tian ſhould be He, who practiſes that which diſ- 
4 Heretics? 


* 


XIII. 


So much for your boaſted Antiquity of Image- 
Worſhip; or, as you call it, The Uſe of Images; 
© Which ſubliſted, * ſay you, ſo many hundred 
© Years before the Reformation, and conſequent- 


* ly before our Church had any viſible exiſtence 
© in the Univerſe. 


® Ecclegſt. Hiſt, 8th Cent · P. 147. 
* 1. So, 
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1. So, my Friend, did Pagan Idolatry before 
the Chriſtian Church had any. viſible exiſtence in 
the Univerſe ; ſo did Egyptian Superſtition before 

the Jewiſh Church had any ſuch viſible exiſtence, 
The meer Antiquity of any Practice, as I told 
you before, does not prove it's Reaſonableneſs 
and Truth: Or, ſay it did, let me ask you, 
Where was your viſible Church, as diſtinguiſh'd 
from ours, and enjoining the Belief of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, of the Pope's Supremacy and Infalli- 
bility, with the Practice of Image-Worſhip, of 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, the Invoca- 
tion of Saints and Angels, and Communion in one 
Kind : Where was this viſible Church of 


yours for ſome hundred Years after CHRIST? 
2. RELIGION came clear from the Fountain, 


was by degrees in Part corrupted, and we, 
as well as you, drank for ſome time of the tainted 
Stream. A Courſe of Years has, by Gop's Bleſ- 
ſing, purify'd the groſs and troubled Maſs, which, 
as it run, refined : We are again greatly enriched 
with the River of Gon; and though we ſtand 
lower down in the Stream, yet we envy not 
your Mud and Mire, while we enjoy the Upper 
Springs and the nether Springs. Fi 

*T'1s idle and impertinent to object Novelty to 
our Religion, till you can prove that the moral 
Law and the Goſpel, Prophets and Apoſtles and 
the primitive Creeds, which the Church of Exg- 
land profeſſes as the Rule of her Faith and Prac- 
tice, are new Things. 

3. CnRISVT gave to his Diſciples a new Com- 


mandment ; will you therefore reject it? He calls 
G the 
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the Cup in the Sacrament the yew Teſtament in his 
Blood; Do you therefore deny it to the Laity? 
The 4thenians called Paul 4 Setter forth of ftrange 
Gods: i. e. A Preacher of a new Religion: And 
both Cers us of old, and TIN DRI very lately, 
deny the Truth and Divinity of Chriſtianity, be- 
cauſe ot its Novelty. You had beſt, Sir, there 
fore not urge this Argument any more, leſt you 
ſtrengthen the Hands of Infidelity, and weaken 
the Authority of the Common Faith, while you 
would only deftroy the Proteſtant Reformation; 


XIV. 

1 ROCEED to the other Parts of your Letter. 
© Pictures,” you fay, or the Council of Nice 
ſays, © teach and repreſent the ſame Things in 
© Colours, which the Goſpel Books teach and 
© repreſent by Letters.” . 

x. S1x, the Subject we are upon is not Pictures 
and their Hiſtorical Uſe which we allow, but 
Images and their ſolemn Adoration, which we 
utterly. deny and reject. But ſuch have been 
your Arts of old: When preſs'd with Image- 
Worſhip, which you are ſworn to maintain, you 
fly off, and acquaint us with the Advantage of 
Hiſtory Painting. Thus good Mr. Haxvinc, 
long ago, knowing that the Prophets and Apoſtles 
were againſt him, quotes the Authority of VIR- 
61L, and his pious Heroe Anz as contemplating 
à Picture at Carthage, in the Palace of good Queen 
Dipo. I am ſtill more ſorry for DvuyerN, when 
Ike Him forced to take Refuge in the ſame Arti- 

© ice: 


4 Lauer on Image-Worſtip. 47 


c fſice: Wholly,” fays he, © to condemn Painters. 
© and the Art of Painting, as the Biſhops of the 
© Council of Conſtantinople have done, is a Piece 
©*of intolerable Imprudence and Folly *. 
When both you and Mr. Dve1n knew very well 
that the Church of England and its Members do 
not condemn either Painters or the Art of Paint- 
ing. 
8. dieting! the Gounci] of Nice, nor any 
Council upon Earth can ſet aſide the Authority 
of Gop. Sir, both you and they have forgot 
or overlook your Bible, And the Lord ſpake 
© unto you out of the Midft of the Fire; ye 
© heard the Voice of the Words, but ſaw no 
© Similitude, only ye heard a Voice ——Take 
© therefore good Heed unto yourſelves (tor ye 
© faw no Manner of Similitude, 0 dh, on the 
Day that the Lord ſpake unto you in Horeb, 
© out of the midſt of Fire) leſt ye corrupt 
* yourſelves and make you a graven Image f. 
But, in open Defiance of Gop Almighty deſcend- 
ing upon the Mount in Fire, in open Contradicti- 
on to the Voice of Heaven, ſays this. Council, 
Tas dg woos Tibopuas ty WEeoTxUW, 
3. Hap you, Sir, or they, been defending the 
Cauſe of Pagan Idolatry, you might have talk'd 
at the Rate you do; and with more Truth have 
affirmed, that APELLES did but repreſent" the 
ſame 'Things in Colours, viz. the Generation and 
Intrigues of the Gods, as Hzs10D and Oy1p did 


® Keclefiaſt. Hiſt. 8th Cent · P. 145. 
j Deutron- 4. vs 1213, 16. 
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by Letters; and we could not, allowing the 
Orthodox y of the Poets, have blamed the Pious 
Ingenuity of the Painter: But tell me, Sir, 
What Art can Paint, what Hand of the Sculptor 
engrave, the Gop of Glory ;-—the Form ineff a-" 
ble, as Jus Tin MarTyYx. calls him f? What 
mechanical Ingenuity of Man. can deſcribe the 
ſpiritual Truths of Gop? What Colours will 
you employ to expreſs the ever- bleſſed Trinity: 
o repreſent a Spirit, endleſs in his Duration, 
and infinite in his Nature? The Attempt would 
be Sacrilegious as the Execution impoſſible; and 
yet Monuments of this impious Preſumption have 
been, and, I believe, yet are publicly allowed 
in your Churches; and your own Writers ſpeak 
of them without Reprehenſion, nay with Mp- | 
plauſe ||. 

Wren urg'd by this Objection, your Reply 
has been, that the Images of Cu 182 may be 
made, for that he took upon him Fleſh and be. 
came Man,” But by this Excuſe you but in- 
volve yourſelves in new Guilt, and run from one 
Error into another: In adoring this Image of 
CHRIST, you adore his humane Nature, which 
is all, as you acknowledge, that can be repreſent- 
ed by an Image. 

4. Ierrues know nothing of Religion, 
of the Religion of Cxx1sT, or this warm Con- 


4 Raa 's Apologies: Vol: 1. p; 27 · 


Axt about the Cathedral of Florence there are excellent Statues, but 
the beſt are an Anan and Eves, one of our Saviour and of Go the Fas 
ther; the Work of Baccio BaxpixeLt1, a Florentine, placed in the 


Chgir, and on the ien Altar. Cnugchit“ Voyages. Vol. 4, p- 563. 
tention 
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tention of your's for ſenſible material Images of 


him, has not the leaſt Relation to his Service. 


The Righteouſneſs of Gov," which is by Faith in 


ez 


is to be formed (not without but) within us*. 
Hence CIEMEN T calls the Soul of a juſt Man, 
in whom is the eternal Word, an Image moſt di- 
vine, and like to Gop +. Me are to be renewed in 
the Spirit of our Minds ;——and to put on the new 
Man, which after [the Image of] Gop is created 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs + ———What profit- 
erh the graven Image, that the Maker thereof hath 
Fraven it? ſays the Prophet ||, under the legal 
Diſpenſation: And ſhall we Chriſtians, who are 
built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Prieſthood to offer 
up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable to Gop by Jæs us 
CuRIST— Shall we go back to, nay beyond 
and again the Elements of the Law, and ſay, 
that a graven Image profiteth © 


XV. 


Bur we Proteſtants bow at the Name of 
Jesus:“ And you ſay, that the Name Is us 
is not only a Creature, but alſo a Sign or Image 
* of Him, to the Ear, as a Crucifix is to the 
6 * 

Wr acknowledge, that we do bow dat the 
1 of Jesus; © teſtifying? (as the Canon, 


* Gal. 4. 19+ 
J Creurxr. Oper. p- 300. 
$ Epheſe 3, 23, 24. 
Haba. 2. 18, 


which 


Jasus Cuxisr, is 10 bodily Service. CuRIST 
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5% Luer on Image- unis. 
which enjoins this Obeifance, expreſſes it) by 
© theſe outward Ceremonies ang Geſtures, gur 
© inward Humility, Chriſtian -Reſolution, and 
© due Acknowledgment, | that the Lord Ina 
© Cyn1sr, the true, eternal Son of God, is the 


© only Saviour of the World; in whom alone all 


© the Mercies, Graces and Promiſes of Gop to 
© Mankind, tor this Lite, and the Life to come, 
© are tully and wholly compria d *. Pray, Sir, 
is this outward Reverence, es of our 
inward Piety and. due Acknowledgment of the 
Mercies of * in CRRIST Jesus, the eternal 
Son of Gop, and only Saviour of the World, Crea- 
ture Worſhip ? | 
2. Yes, ſay you: The Name. of CuzIsT is 
a Creature and the Image is but a Creature: 
The Name of Cuz1sT is a Sign, and the Image 
is but a Sign: i. e. the Name and Image of CuzisT 
are the ſame Thing: By which Aſſertions be- 
ware, dear Sir, that you do not blunder and blaſ- 
pheme ; for according to this Kind of Sophiſtry, 
you will confound all Rules of Grammar and 
Logic, as well as Common Senſe ; burleſque the 
Scriptur®, and ſet Gop at Variance with him- 
ſelf. * 
I vir not tire your Patienee, by turning 
you back into your Elements: I addreſs you as 
a Divine, and only deſire youll view your Rea- 
ſoning in it's Conſequences. According to what 
you have advanc'd, this muſt tollow : The Name 


is a Sign of Gon, and an Image is the Sign of 
® Can: 38+ 


Gop : 


Abe lungen 5s 


Gop : Therefore, the Name and Image of Gop 


are the ſame Thing. Thus, according to y 
| e Gangs he to pray to bis. and 

our eterdel Father which is in Heaven, © Hal. 
owe be thy Name ;* it is the fame Thing as 
if he had faid, © allowed be thy Image. When 
Cop commanded, Thou thalt not take my 
© Nane in val.” he meant neither more fior leis 
than if he hadfaid, © Thou ſhalt not profane my 
© Pnage” And in ſeveral Parts of the Pſalms, 
Where the holy Penman exhorts, 10 exak Gop's 
Nate, ib call upon bis Name, to fins forth 
the Honour of Bis Name and declares, that bjs 


MWame is great in Iſrael, and that lefſed ſhall be his 


glorious Name for ever and ever All this means 
the Tame Thing, as if the Pſalmift had exhorted 
and been ſpeaking of Gop's material Image to 
be called upon, to be celebrated with Songs, to 
be exalted, and to be bleſſed for ever and ever. 
But I forbear: 'To repeat your Arguments, is 
to expoſe them: I would only adviſe you, When 
you have Occaſion at any Time hereafter for this 
Argument, that you would back it with the 
Authority of Tyeoposrus; who in the Miene 
Council proves, that Chriſtians muſt have holy 
and venerable Images from Rom. 15. v. 4. N hat- 
forever Things were written (vęotyeden) aforetime, 
were written for our Learning. © Wherefore, in- 
< fers this ſagacious Father, the venerable Images 
© being Written upon Wood and Stone and Metal, 
© muſt be for our Inſtruction . Who can with- 


ſtand the Force of ſuch Logic and ſuch Divinity? 
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* en ne XVI. 
Bor we Proteſtants kits the cite, with- 
0 out giving ſupream Honour to the ſame. 
I. IN an Oath, Gop alone (and not Saint of 
Angel, the Prototypes of ſome of your Images). 
is immediately. invoked, as a Witneſs, of the 
Truth, and an Avenger 'of F alſhood, and not the 
Book, the Paper and the Leather, but the Con- 
tents of that Book .are appealed to, Which Was 
revealed from Heaven. But you, Sir, cannot 
deny that you directly addreſs and adore the ma- 
terial Croſs: Nor will you ſay with the Epheſiant, 
that your Images, like theirs of the great God- 
deſs DAN A, came down from Heaven. 
2. Hav you ever heard, Sir, that the Pro- 
teſtants pray to the Bible, or addreſs it with 
bended e and low Proſtrations? This you 
do to your Images: You adore the Croſs with 
Latria, (and are ended ſo to-do) Which is 
Worſhip properly Divine; as you muſt know, 
if you know any Thing of your own Writers. 
Now Latria being the ſupream, the higheſt 
Worſhip, I pray you, Sir, what Room is there 
for St. Tnomas's. Diſtinction, which you men- 
tion of .Latria relative, and Latria abſolute : 
that is, of a higher and lower * * 
higheſt Worſhip? _ ; 
3. K181xG the Goſpel. is no > proper Part, nor 
indeed any Part at all of the Public Service of 
the Church of Fyg/and : It is meerly a civil 
Ceremony, and owes its validity to humane Inſti- 
tution. of the ſame Import, Arch-Biſhop TI I- 


LO TSON 
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verten, reckons the Iris ”y up the Hard to Hea- 
ben 3 7h putting the Hand under the Thigh, &c. 
which were Forms of Swearing uſed in ancient 
Times, without any Hint of divine Inſtitution; but 
voluntarily wn and ihititrited by Men. And 
thus (ſays that moſt reverend Author) amobgft us 
the Cetetnony of Swearing is, by laying the Hand 
uo and kiffint the Boot; ich is both very ſo- 
lemi afid ſignificant *. 'Biſkop SANDERSON Alſo 
mentions this Ceremony, as being 2 priſco ſecalo ad 
#08 tUſque deri vata f. And I make no doubt, this 
Was 4 il Uſage and Inſtitution long before the 
Normann, under Hexzxy VIII; and conſe» 


guy. OV R BCCLESIAS TICAL INSTITUTION 


nothing to do with it. It is no more than a Sign 

or Seal of an Oath an Act, which our Church 
in her Articles doth no more than allow, as 
Mat which the x riſtian Religion doth not probibit; 
and it is only ſuppoſed to be taken occaſionally, 
. the civil Power, or Magiſtrate reguireth it. 


Declaration, by the Party who ſwears, hs as he 
is a Chriſtian, and a Believer of the Truths deli- 
ver'd in that Book, what he aſſerts is true But 


the Worſhip of Images is a ſolemn. Part of your * 


eſtabliſhed, Sexvic——ftritly en ad uni- 


verſally praktiſed. 


3 6 403 
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You next alledge, © but ary in receiving | 


8 the grape; kneeling.” 


A 1 Vol. Fat 15 446. 
25 e 5- de Juram : oblig· 4 11 


H 1. Yor 


Truth, it is no more than a ſhort and expreſſive 
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*. You had neyer, objeed this, had, you but 
| taken the Pains to. peruſe the Declaration. affix'd 


to. our Communion. Office hexe | it is, ſaid, | ©That 
© this. Order of Kneeling-is well meant, for. the 
c Sjgnification: of our humble and grateful Ac- 
0 knowledgement . the. Benefits of Cuz 187, 
© therein wen to all worthy Receivers, and for 
0 the yp of ſuch Profanation and Diforder 
© 'in the holy Communion as might otherwiſe en- 
4 ſue und that thereby no Adoration is intended, 
ought. to.be done, either unto, the Sacrament a} 
IS: and Wine there- 27 received, er unto any 
a „ Fr Preſence, of CarI8T's natural File and 
Blood. — 
25 Yoo might 4s Well have call d us Idolaters, 
praying or giving of Thanks kneeling in the 
Boch of the Church, as at the Communion u. Table, 
there being no more corporal, Preſence, 'or mate- 
rial Tmage of God or Enkis r, ir the one Place 
chan In the other: at no 
"You, are here guilty of a mall Miltake i in 
ug, that, according to our Principles, 
© CaxrrsT is not really preſent i in the Sacramen- 
© tal Bread and Wine.” It is the corporal, not the 
real Preſence, we deny in the Sacrament : And 
ma yt we not ſafely and truly admit the one, while 
we reject the other? Or will you ſay, that where 
Gop or CAR IS is not corporally 8 he is 
not my N 5416 


e e III. p 0 


You "ud c PE could never be i tb 
© to think a Child, trol. Idolatry, tor kneel- 


11 „gilde 8. C ing 
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© ing down to crave his Father's Bleſſing; or a 
Subject, for bowing to his King, the Chair of 
State, his Friend, or the like; and yet this muſt” 
be my Opinion of theſe exterior Actions.“ Far 
from it indeed, good Sir. 

1. *Txe Honour given to a Prince is ci, not 
religious, and only expreſſive of our Loyalty, and 
of that Subjection, which the Apoſtle tells us, is 
due for Conſcience ſake. But does Conſcience, or 
any Apoſtolical Precept require, that we ſhould 
bow down to Images? Or does not the Com- 
mandment of Gop expreſly ſay, Thou ſhalt 
not bow down ta them? The primitive Chriſti» 
ans, you know, would ſooner die than offer 
Incenſe, which they looked on as divine Honour, 


to the Image of their Prince; yet they refuſed 


no Inſtance or Expreſſion of civil Obedience to 
his Perſon. DANIEL choſe rather to be caſt into 
the Den of Lions, than intermit his Devotions to 
Heaven, and direct or confine his religious Ad- 
dreſſes to an earthly Monarch. Vet DAN IETL, I 
am perſuaded, would not be wanting in any civil 
Modes of Addreſs or Reverence, practiſed in the 
Perſian Court, to the Perſon of his Prince *. 

2. Ir you would ſay any thing to the Purpoſe, 
on this Head, you muſt ſhe , that a Subject or a 
Child may worſhip the Image of their Parent or 

® Tgitur quod attineat ad Honores Regum vel Imperatorum, ſatis. pra- 
oc ptum habemus, in omni Obſequio eſſe nos oporterk, ſecundum Apoſtoli 

rzceptumy ſubditos Magiſtrat ibus & Principibus & Poteſtatibus; ſed intra 
| Mk Diſciplineæ, guouſgue ah Iololatria ſeperamur. | 

| og Tra TBT. Pol: 2. p. 459 
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Prince, contrary to mA expreſs Prohibition, and 
8 1 TN 
WP: * 4 


161 


| £ {You =? that your People do ſametimes 
© kneel; bow, creep, burn Incenſe before your 


Images; but you deny my Conſequence, that 


% Ze therefore pay divine Worſhip to the Ima» 
ges. The Thurtfer, you _ will K 


c - incenſe the Quire; c.“ 

Six, I mentioned to you, from the Pontif. 
Rebbes. + the Prieſt's incenſing not the Quire, 
but the Image of the Virgin Max v+. Your Re- 
ply is therefore nothing to the Purpoſe, You 
cannot deny either the Authority or the Fact: 
Indeed you 40 not; but only attempt to evade 
What you are aſhamed to confeſs; apprehending, 
perhaps, that it might bring you under the Cha- 
rafter of thoſe ancient Idolaters, who - burnt In. 
cenſo ta the Queen of Heaven g. As your Style is, 
in ſome of your Addreſſes to the bleſſed Virgin. 

Vous mentioning the Thuriſer puts me in mind of 
the Thurarius among the Gentiles; an Office or Pro- 
ſeſſion not ſo immediately and nearly concern d, as 
your Thurifer is, in burning Incenſe to the Images ; 


And yet he was highly cenfured by TERTUIII- 


AN: His Words are worth your Notice; There 
is no Art, 90 Protethon, which adminiſters to 


| i Part 2. p. 16. 
1 Pontifex Tmaginem MaRIÆ churigeat. 
IIIAEX. e, 44 19! 
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e the Furniſhing or Forming of Idols, which clay 
6 want OF be clear from the Imputetion of 2 75 


I M further obſerye to you, that this Rite, 
and many others which you practice towards 
your Images, are the very ſame that were 5 
tiſed by the Heathens to their Idols, and for which 
they were look'd upon by the primitive Fathers, 
ag guilty of Idolatry: So that you muſt either 
clear the Pagans, or condemn yourſel ves: 
accuſe, the Fathers as incompetent, or diſhoneſt 
udges of what was Idolatry, or you ean never 
* us for «png the lis Hes to > (ho wee 


Bou x after all, © the whole Juggle, it ſeems, 
depends on the Words, Worſhip, Adoration, Ec; 
as made by us neceſſarily to imply divine Honour, 
jn the ſtricteſt Manner; and you wonder that 1 
* ſhould be ignorant, or ſeem to be ignorant, 
6 „ that the Latin and Greek Words Adoratio and 

orange AIC apply'd in Scripture ſometimes 
8 * to Creatures, and copſequently lignity bowings 
or Reſpect in a more general Senſe.” f 
| sveeosn, by general Senſe, you here can 
ſuch a large Signification as may imply or allow 
a more limited and lower Degree of Worſhip. 
And if this is your meaning, as it muſt be if it 


4 Nulla igitur Ars, nulla Profeflio, nulla Negociathy que quid aut inſtru- 


endis aut formandis Idolis beer carere (ann titulo Ldololatriz- | 


Wenn Ws 


* 4 Lerter on Trage-Worſhip. 


has any thing to do with the Argument, you had 
much more Reaſon to admire my Tgnorance, did 
T not know, that your Criticiſm and Logi ic are 


here both alikke, f. e. ſtark naught. '' 


1. SUPpPo8E'the Word Tporxwws,' the Word 
maile uſe of by the Vicene Fathers, is ſometimes. 


apply'd i in Scriptures to the Creatures; this does 


by no means conclude, that therefore thoſe Fa- 


ters would have it ſo apply'd. It muſt be ſup- 


Law-makers, whether in Church or Sate, ſhould 
be as clear and explicit as poſſible in their Ex- 
preſſions, and make uſe of Words in their common 
and ordinary Senſe and Signification; otherwiſe 
they would betray Men into Tranſgreſſion, ra- 
ther than direct them in their Duty. 

2. Bur the Word oανναναα does generally im- 
ply divine Honour, "a Scripture : Is the 
Word moſt: conſtantly apply'd to Gop and his 
Worſhip. The Pſalms alone will give you nu- 


merous Proofs of this Application and Uſe of the 
Word; and the Authority of our Lord ſhould 
be of no little Weight; Thou {halt worſhip 


(meoonviens)" the Lord thy Gon, Mar. 4. to, 


It would be almoſt endleſs to give you all the Paſ- 


ages in the New Teſtament, where this Word 
is found in the ſame Senſe; I would but remind 
| you of that of the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ; ¶ hen 
he bringeth in the Firſi- hegotten into the Wor ld, be 
ſa ah; And let all the Angels of Gop Worſvip him 


Tf ad KuUvno a7 e 


poſed, if you wòill Mb them to be Men of ei- 
ther Senſe or Honeſty, that they make uſe of the 
Word as it is generally,not ſometimes oni zunderſtood. 


. 


eee dun wee. Warſoip. a 


0CXUVATATWT AY Heb. I. 6. Adore Him, 
ith 125 EE nd, the. Vulgate. 
Now ; it y Ds e f this ord Ae ag pro- 


rl imp zo egree ol Ref ef, you are 
RAN Rk WES the Hoi our Pes and the 
Lord Avr — 


in this lat quoted 70 


45 that it means, or may mean, 
877 of Ad ation, f ou make the Apenle de 
he Divinity 4 "Ck ST: For, if Cunz pA 
God, then' 15 eme divine Honour muſt be due 
o Hin 5 age 
3. Bur further, when this WS ord. is 1 I e 
Idols and kale Gods, it has general the ſame 
Meaning, and de es not imply any leſſer Degree 
of Ref dest: 80 in the ſecond Comman 
c K "le not worſhip them [IdolsÞ the Vl 
ate hath'it hon adorabis ea negue coles , or which 
5 Septuagint "Greek i: 18 * 7 reren. urele E A | 
Na retuetis, Where Nareuie and eee are uſed 
in one and the ſame Meaning; and hence a- 
riſes" the Gullt of Idolatry; 1. The giving to 
the Cleartite, what is onl due to the Creator: 
To omit numerous Proofs. of. this. in the Prophets, 
obſerve the following: In 8 third Chapter of 
Dax IE, v. 12, 14, 17, 16, 28 you will find 
the Words e and 7 of Sled indifferently, 
to ſignify the ſame Thing, AS „Na. above, And 
do you think, that SnahRACKR, Mesnack and 
AxRDUN EGO refuſed any lefſer Degree of. civil 
Reſpect to NE BUCHADNWET ZAK S Image, as if 
no more had been required af them, than to bow 
to the Chair of State, to kiſs the King“ s Hand, 
wth "FRE TULLIAN tells ü us, upon this Oeccaſion, 
e 6 That 


a WER ee 


That the tittee Brethie 
boclegt to e 

Tete Honour ur "nb, T 
*' 1401 
EL 

Dune 

22 u. W ou 1 to the 9 5 11 
LF, to the Sain in © and othe x Images, 
is of the — Kina ; and all your ee 
Bus of x Higher and Tower _—_— wy 4 wat 


wats are idle, impious, and 
Phere „ pe y and truly, but ene 
Wl, 41 2 of the higheſt Kind, any t 
Alone, 48. the one ſupteme "Bring, who 1 18 5 
— Above all; ag the Prohibitions gi- 
ven to Man, not to fall on before the Angels 
dhetſetves; is a ſufficient Warrant and Au rity 
Sod we not far greater, the Authority 23 Go 
imſelf, ſpeakibg from, the Mount) not to ta 
down to ue Jang ge of Bok, An el,. NOT. z 
#fcſs/thetn in Prayers an Praiſes, due onl 
ee ue PUG ee e ee 
. Vobr Argument in this Place, if it is good 
for any Th , ptoyes a SEE eal 400 much, 
and fixes the charg ef 1 latry upon vou, ra- 
ther than removes * lot. thus, it is convertible 
to the en os * 


Tut Word Dalla is Apply'd ? 
ture to the Op vi maſon Ar 


8 illod mp Paitthin preckentty' qui Bids <bſequentes 


a Regem Nzzuguopdyos De Imaginis xon ſtanti ffimt reſpus 
5 probamres Me 


47 2 5 pro's modum ad i 
arina Sᷣublimitaris ae Fl. Au 5. 45 1 =D 
1 a Adoration 
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Adotition in the highelk Senſe; as in 1. Sam. 15 
312, 14, 20. MaTrT. 6. 24. Rom. 10. 11. 80 
that when you worſhip the Saints and their Ima- 
ges with Dalia (as you will not deny you do) © 
you worſhip them with Adopation POEany _ 
and ſupreme. 

tow then, Sir, can you ſay that we dba. 
ate, when we thus infeſ from your own Premiſes, - 
and only build on your own Method of Argu- 
mentation? May you hence learn, that Error is 
endleſs; and that to maintain one FN _ 
| * draw you into more. 


R {og 
vb ask, Do not you worthip the Commit. 
nion Table, when you bow to it? 

1. Sĩx, I might here acquaint you, from tent | 
of our approved and eminent Writers, that the 
Table is not the direct and primary Object of the 
Reverence we expreſs by bowing——That it is 
only a ſignificant Action, whereby we teſtify or 
acknowledge, that the Place towards Which we 
bow is the Place where the moſt ſacred and ſolemn 
Rites of our Chriſtian Worſhip are performed ; 
and where Cuz 187, in the holy Sacrament, more 
eminently diſpenſes the Means' of his Grace, and 
in'a viſible Manner; but 

2. I RATHER give you this Reply: That 'nd 

Canon or Rubric of our Church, that I know of, ö 

enjoins this Bowing' to the Communion Table; "63% of 

For is there, I believe, one of our Churches in 7 

we Hundred, where 1 ee is obſerved, Fl 

_ a 
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nor one Member in fue Thouſand of our Com- 
Fer — ; who regards it. But you muſt confeſs, 
N. your Churches in gengral'k are adorned with 
Images; that worſhip to them is enjoin'd by. your 
higheſt Authority upon —_— 12 rn 
N * 1755 
5 Yes . | 4» 
2 0 XXII. | 
"You next alledge, © the Honour and Reſpect 
the Jews had for the Name of Gos, for the 
© Ark, for the Temple, for the Sanctuary, for 
© the holy Vellels, Ec. 

Tus is all quite foreign to your Purpoſe, ex- 
cept you can likewiſe prove, 1. That all Reſpect 
is Worſhip: 2. That the Name of Gov, the Ark, 

the Temple, the Sanctuary and holy Veſſels were 
Images of GoD: 3. That the Ceremonial Service 
is {till in Force, and the moral Law aboliſh'd ; and 
4, that the Jews did worſhip Images in Conſiſten- 
cy with their Law, and without any Puniſhment 
from Gos, or Reprehenſions from his Prophets; 


and theſe Points I leave you to prove at your 
Leiſure. , 


* 4 . 
. AS . 
+ # * 
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| XXIII. * _ * 
But now for my AchiIIESõ of an Argument, 
. and by which I have fo ſadly expoſed the 
by « Weakneſs of my Cauſe.” | 

Ius Force of the Paragraph that follows, the 
Senſe and Connection of it quite through I do not 
really underftand ; fo that you muſt not expect 
1 3 anſwer it: But I will give it the beſt 
(64 Conſiſtency 
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Conſiſtency and Connection I can, wirhout R 
ing a Letter of your Words. 
I nap charg'd you, challeng'd to it, wich , 
worſhiping Images, and defended my Charge 
with the Authority of your own Divines, parti- 
cularly JAMES NAcLAN Tus, Cos TER the jeſuit, 
1 and THOMAS AQUINAS, or St, Tou, if you 
pleaſe. 5 
To this you reply, That the Faith and 
Practice of the Church is ancienter than the 
Schoolmen; and that the Schoolmen are to 
© learn their Leſſon from the Chriſtian, and by 
© ſtudying him, to compare their Glagreeing See- 
* culative Opinions. 5 
I TAKE you at your Word for once, and 
thence inter, _ 
1. Tua by the ſame Rule of Reaſoning, the 
Chriſtian is to learn his Leſſon from the Scriptures, 
and not from the preſent Church of Rome; the 
Faith and Practice deliver'd and enjoin'd in thoſe 
Scriptures being much ancienter than the Faith 
and Practice of this Church. According to the 
Scriptures, religious Worſhip is to be paid to 
none but Gop ;——no Exception is allowed, no 4 | 
Diſtinctions are to be found between Latria nad th, 


Dulia, between Latria relative and Latria abſo- 
jute, the late Invention of your Schoolmen but 


all Making and Worſhiping of. Hagen, is Rieti ; iy 
9 


forbidden. j 

2. By this Conteſlion you have at once. fares d it 
5 ſtrongeſt Champions, in Defence of Popery; * 
their Reaſoning, or their Sophiſtry rather, being 1 
—_— borrow'd from che Schoolmen ;. and thus 


* vou fa 


you have ſhewn yourſelf quite unacquainted with 
the uſual Defence of your Religion: I mean 
the Definitions and Diſtiations of the Schools. 
Your great Hero, or the Acuities of your 
Cauſe; the Author of Mercy and Truth, or Charity 
maintai#d by Catholics, whom Mr; Curiiiino- 
wor Trw:engag'd;cenſuring the Proteitant Divines, 
ſays, That their Learning conſiſts only in fome 
ſuperficlal Talent of Preaching, Languages and 
© Elocution, and not in any deep Knowledge of 
© Philoſophy, eſpecially of Metaphytics, and 
much leſs of that moſt ſolid, profitable, ſubtle, 
© faecirtt - Method of School. Divinity.“ The Au- 
thor of theſe Words knew very well, that if the 
School Divinity was laid aſide, the Cauſe of Po- 
pery was undone. X > 4 
Ver upon Occaſion, when the Schcovi-men 


% 


make againſt you, their Authority is couempti- 
ble; they are meer W ranglers, and no pro- 
per Guides to the plain Chriſtian. Thus you 
wriggle and writhe to eſcape all hold, ſhift your 
Poſture of Defenſe, according to the Nature of 
the Attack ;—— affirm what you have deny'd, 
and. deny what you have aftirm'd, ——ſay and 
unfay ; and not able to anſwer the Articles brought 
againſt you, you call them, as Mr. Haz Ding 
did of old, certain unneceſſary Scbool- Points, to be 
- Webated privately among the Learned, and nothing 
wertalning to the /ample Capacity of the People. 
However Mr. HAR DING for once fays true, as 
you have done, in your Cenſure of the Schook 
men; for I believe their Diſtin&ions of Latria 
and Dalla, between Latria relative and Latria 
* abſolute, 
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abſolute, are little, if at all, underſtood by the 
' fample Capacity of tbe People, who bow, kiſs and 
fall down 1 Images, without weighing, in 
the Scales School-Subtilties, what Meaſure 
of Honour, what juft Proportion of Reſpec̃t or 
 Reverence, divine or not divine, civil or religi. 
ous, relative or abſolute, terminating in the Mat. 
ter, or the Shape, or the Prototype, they are to 
pay them. 

3. ArTter all I muſt whſt upon what I 1 
8 in my former Letter, © that we might ſay 
© you worſhip'd Images, without being deſtitute 
of common Honeſty, becauſe your own Divines 
© had ſaid ſo before us. And my Argument muſt 
be allow'd valid, till you can ſhew, that the 
Biſhop of Clugium, Cos rx the Jeſuit and To- 
Mas Aquinas were not Divines of the Church 
of Rome,——or that I have quoted their Wri⸗ 
tings fallly ;——or that I could not but know 
with proper Enquiry, that their Works had 
been condemn'd or cenſured by ſome Pope or 
Council, or ſome ſufficient Authority of your 
Church, during, or ſince their Times. 
I wovrtD further obſerve, from your Conceſ- 
ſions in this Place, that the Schoglmen, who were 
of the Roman Church, and of Eminence in that 


Church, had diſagreting Opinions; whence once 
more inter, that if Unity is a diſtinctive Mark of 


the true Church, as you ſay it is, then you are 
not That Church, 


XXIV, 


66: * e eee 
XXIV. k 


"Tarr is kar Aae ln. FR Part or | 

our Letter, which I cannot paſs over Without 
york It is where you ſay, © That a Chriſtian 
© is taught to love Gop above all things, and his 
© Net ghbour as * himſelf, and to adore Jssus 
8 Cask T, and reſpeci Pr, Images. Pray, good 
Sir, where is the Chriſtian taught to reſpect I- 
mages? Be pleaſed to game the Chapter and 
the Verſe, The Loye of Gop and of our Neigh- 
bour, and of Cux s Jes us, is again and again 
enjoined ; but a Reſpett for Images is what 
I never yet met with, as taught or recommicadRd, 
in my reading the Bible. Had v ou ſaid 4 Rope 
for Onions, you had ſaid more to the Purpoſe z 
for I find not one Text in ſacred Writ againſt a 
religious Reſpe& for Onions, but hundreds againſt 
the ſame Ralpe& for Images. And I believe I 
might, upon the Principles of Reaſon, much 
better defend my Reſpect and Adoration of the 
| Workmanſhip of Gop, than of the 1 


of Man. 4 
. XXV. 


* ö 
AFTER you had anſwered, in your „ Waygth 
frong Objection placed in the Frontiſpiece, and 
after that my AcniLLes of an Arguments you 
now come to my grand Objection. | 
I 5A1D that you made Gop in the Sactament; 
and to prove what I ſaid, quoted Pope Prus's 
Creed, and an Explanation and Defence of it, 
called, The Grounds of the Catholic Doctrine; where 
it 
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it is ſaid that by Virtue of the Conſecration CR 1sT 
is there exhibited. I add, that your Trent Council 
ſays the ſame Thing; and. I believe you will not 
deny it to be your Doctrine, that in the Sacra. 
ments, all. depends on the Intention of the Prieſt - 
So that, to anſwer my grand Obje&ion, you have 
to ſhew, that the true, real, ſubſtantial" Exiſt. 
ence of the Body and Blood, together with the 
Soul and DIVINITY of, our Lord Je8vs 
Cxx1sT, in the Sacrament, does not depend on 
the Act of Conſecration, and the Intention of the 
Prieſt in that Act. This you durſt not ſay, and 
ſo proceed (an eaſier Way !) to asking Queſtions, 
rather than anſwering Objections. You ask, © the 
© Meaning of our own Catechiſm, wherein we 
© teach that the Body and Blood of CuRISTH are 
© verily and indeed taken and received in the Lord's 
Supper ? 
1. Now had my Friend quoted fairly and fully, 
he had ſpared me the Trouble of a Reply: Sir, 
the Words of the Catechiſm are taken and 
received by the Faithful in the Lord's Supper; 
and in the Exhortation in our Communion Office, 
it is ſtill more fully expreſs'd, that © the Benefit is 
© great, if with a true and penitent Heart and lively 
0 Faith, we receive the holy Sacrament ; for then 


We ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of CurisT, and 


« drink his Blood. So that CHRIS T's Preſence, 


thus admitted, is not his corporal, material (for 


though, ſaith the Apoſtle, we have known CUuR IST 
after the Fleſh, yet now henceforth know we [him] 0 


more* ) but his my ſtical, ſpiritual, and facramen- | 


tal 


* Cox. 8, 16+ 
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tal Preſence ; and this not owing to the meer 
arbitrary Act and Intention of the Prieſt, but ſup- 
poles that hearty Repemtdnce and tras Faith in the 
Communicants, go along with his Adminiſtrations; 
to which Faith and Repentance, Gop, who can- 
not lie, hath promiſed his Grace and the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Cuztsr. | 2 

2. Yov ſhould not have made this Objection 
to our Church Catechiſm, or quoted it as con- 

your Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, be- 
cauſe you could not well but know, that the 
ſame Catechiſm calls the Elements Bread and 
Niue. — that oor Rubrick, Articles of Religi- 
on and Homilies expreſly renounce your Doctrine 
of the corporal Preſence ;——and yourſelt had 
acknowledg'd, (tho* with too little Preciſion) in 
the "Les, Part of your Letter, that according 
1 9 our Principles C RIS is not really preſent 

© in the Sacramental Bread and Wine. 

3. I woviDd only obſerve further to you, that 
one Reaſon, which the Fathers of the Nicene 
Council give for the Worſhip of the Image of 
Cnx1sr, is this; © Becauſe he himſelf was not 
© ſenſibly preſent with us, but only preſent as to 
© his Divinity; and that he was not to remain 
© with us corporally+:* By which you ſee the 
Doctrine of oe Church of England confirm'd, 
and that of Tranfubftantiation denied by one of 
your own Councils. 


| Anaſtas- ap · Syn · Nice 2» Ad 4, p. 305 · 
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Bur by denying the Corporal Preſence, you 
would in this Place inſinuate, that we call in 
© Queſtion the infinite Power of Gop.* So far 
are We from this, that we bleſs and adore it. It 
is. only the infinite Power of Man that we would 
limit and reſtrain ; and out of pure Reverence to 


Gov, are not diſpoſed to believe, that by your 


Act and Deed a Wafer, or a Piece of Bread, is 
changed into the Almighty Jewov an, into the 
high and holy One, that inhabiteth Eternity. 
You cannot deny the Authority which ſaith, that 
Gop made Man Pray, Sir, produce us the ſame 
Authority, when you would have us believe that 
Man makes Gop. 


Ax p here let me ask you ſeriouſly, what could 


provoke you to treat us, as void of common Ho- 
neſty, tor ſaying (ſuppoſe we had ſaid it) © that 
© you worſhiped made Gods; when you cannot 
deny this is your Practice, your Doctrine, and 
the Command of your Church, in the Ado- 
ration of the Hoſt. The Council of Trent ex- 
preſly aſſerts it. By this Council (which you, 
Sir, have {worn to maintain) © all faithtu! Chriſ- 
© tians are to give to- this Sacrament that higheſt 
© Worſhip called Latria, which is due to the true 
© Gop; and whoever affirms otherwiſe, is by a 
© Canon of that Council pronounce 'd accurſed *. 


* $i quis dixerit in ſant᷑to Euchariſt Sacramento Chxiſtura unigenitum 
Dei Filium non effe cultu Latriæ adorandum, atque ideo nee feſtiva peculi- 
ari celebritate veſſtrandum, neque in Proceflionibus ſecundum laudabilem & 
univerſalem ſanctæ Eccleſiz ritum & conſuetudinem ſolenniter circum geſ- 
tandum, vel non publice ut adoretur, Pupulo proponendum & ejus Adoratores 
eiſſe Idololatras, Anathema ſit · Summa Concil- p. 433+ (2). & vi p. 43T· 
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© Bur Cyxisr, you fay, by Virtue of the 
© {immaculate Conception, was really preſent in 
© the Womb of the Virgm Mar; and yet 
© whoſoever ſhould thence infer, that the bleſſed 
© Virgin made Gop, would be guilty of Arian. 


5b 


© mor ſomething worſe. | 


. You are here talking at random, and quite 
foreign to the Subject; for let me ask you, what 
Proteſtant of the Church of Exzland did you ever 


hear aſſerting that the Virgin Maxy made 


Cux1sT? His Conception is in our Creeds aſ- 
cribed to the miraculous Influence or Operation 
of the Holy Ghoft : The Council of Trent, and 
your Writers ſince that Time, do afcribe the 
real, Corporal Preſence in the Euchariſt, to the 
Prieſt's Act of Conſecration 7 

2. In ſaying, as we do, that Cuzx1sT was 
conceived by the Holy Ghoft, and born of the 
Virgin Mazy, we have divine Authority to ſup- 
Port us: In your aſſerting, that Cnz1sT, his 
Fleſh and Blood, Soul and Divinity are in the 
Elements of Bread and Wine ; or rather, that the 
Bread and Wine are actually changed into the 
Fleſh and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Caz1srT, 
you have neither Senſe, nor Reaſon, nor Scripture 


on your Side. 


| ——Sanfta bæe Synodus declarat, per Conſecrationem Panis & Vini, 


-copverfionem fieri totius Subſtantize Panis, in Subſtantiam Corporis Chriſti 
Domini noftn, & totius Subſtantize Vini, in Subſtan Sant uinis ejus · 


Summ · Concil · p. 431- & vi. p. 424 (2+) Can · 11+ 
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Ir theſe are againſt you, no Authority you can 
eite will at all avail you. I have therefore paſſed 
over your Quotations from Lur REA, DailLie, 
and Dr. Px1t. Nicor ai: Nor were they, that 
I ever heard, Miniſters of the Proteſtant Church 
of England, whoſe Principles, on this Sqhect, I 
only undertook to defend. You have indeed gi- 
ven us an ambiguous Paſſage from Dr. Cos1ns 

an Engliſh Biſhop, whom you would preſs into 
your Service; but I conceive he will be found 
none of your Friend. His Words, as quoted 
by you, are as follow : * We Proteſtants (of the 
© Church of England) neither affirm nor believe 
© that the Body of CARISH is abſent from the 
© Sacrament; for it being given and received in 
© the Communion, it mult need be that it is pre- 
© ſent, tho' in ſome Meaſure veilid under the Sacra- 
© ment, ſo that of itſelf it cannot be ſeen.” The 
moſt natural and obvious Senſe of theſe Words, 
as they ſtand here detatch'd from the Reſt of his 


Book (which I have no opportunity of conſult- 


ing) is, © That the Benefits of CuxIST's Body 
© broken, are adminiſtred in the Sacrament, and 
© that his myſtical Body is there exhibited :—— 
A Polition which no genuine Son of the Church 
of England ever denied. FD" 
I am the more induced to believe that this was 
his Meaning, and that he was not in the leaſt a 
Favourer of your Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 
from a Paper written by him to the Counteſs of 
Peterborough, containing © The Differences in the 


K 2 chief 
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chief Points of Religion, between the Roman 
Catholics and Us of the Church of Eagland; 
together with the Agreements, which we, tor 
our Parts proteſs, and are ready to embrace, 
it they, for theirs, were as ready to accord 
with us in the ſame.” "HA 
UNDER the Title Differences is this : © 'That 
in the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, the whole 
Subſtance of the Bread is converted into the 
Subſtance of Cur1sT's Body, and the whole 
Subſtance of the Wine into his Blood, ſo truly 
and properly, as that after Conſecration there 
is neither any Bread nor Wine remaining there; 
which they call Tranſubſtantiation, and impoſe 
upon all Perſons, under Pain ot Damnation, to 
be believed.” 

UNDER the Title of our Agreements are the 
following. 

I cemmemorating at the Euchariſt, the 
Sacrifice of CRRIST's Body and Blood once tru» 
© ly offered for us: Is acknowledging his 
© ſacramental, ſpiritual, true and real Preſence there 
.* to the Souls of all them, that come faithtully 
F and deyoutly to receive him, according to his 
Down Inſtitution in that holy Sacrament*.* _ 
dA in the Preface to his Scholaſtic Hiftory of 
the Canon of the holy Scripture, after having enu- 
merated the ſeveral new Articles of the Tridentine 
Faith, whereof one is, © that in the Maſs there is 
© areal Tranſubſtantiation of the Elements into 


F the Body and Blood of CHRIST ;' he ſays, 


a a GA G Sg 


e 


# Pr. Hick's Controvetſ · Traſts. Vel- 1 Appenq- 
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s All theſe new Traditions, as they have no 
© Grounds in Scripture, ſo have they as little 
© Teſtimony of Antiquity to be brought for them ; 
© out of both which we preſcribe againſt them 

Fall. 

Sts, if you want, if you are not reſolved a- 
gainſt Conviction, let me beg you would not 
judge of the Sentiments of the Church of Eng- 
land from one doubtful Paſſage of one of her 
Divines ; but let me recommend to you what has 
been writ on this Subject by Arch-Biſhop TI I- 
LoTsonN, Biſhop Burt, Dr. WnrrTtsy, Dr. 
BEnNErT, and lately by my very learned and 
worthy Friend Mr. WRHITTIEID of Liverpool f. 
And let me tell you, that tis idle to entertain 
us with ſophiſtical Debates, which have been ſo 
often clear'd up to your Confulion, or to urge 
vs with old Objections, to which ſufficient Re- 
plies have been already made, and which remain 
unanſwer'd, as I believe they are unanſwerable. 


XXIX. 


To prove that you worſhiped Images, I pro- 
duced a direct Addreſs and Invocation from your 


own Breviary, made to the material Croſs. To 
this you reply, That the O Crux ave, &c. is 
© really below your Notice.“ And you ask me, 
c Did you never hear of Cicero making an 


t Effay on the Supremacy, &: A Work wherein the Claims and 
Uſyrpations of the Biſhop of Rome are, by an Hiſtorical Deduttion, in 
the cleareſt Manner confured, and other Errors of that Church, with great 
Learning ard Ingenuity, evineęd and ex pole · 


Apoſtrophe 


3 _ 
* 
* * 
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© Apaſtrephe to che Earth, to the Walls, to his 
© Penates, Bc. 

. Sin, there ina wide Difſezence derponn hes 
may be proper for an artful Orator to apply to 
move the Paſſions of a popular Audience, and 
what is juſt and fit to be uttered-in Prayer, in the 
Preſence of a wiſe and holy Gop. Remember 
the Words of the Preacher : Be not raſh with thy 
© Mouth, and let not thy Heart be haſty to utter 
© any Thing before — tor God is in Heaven, 
© and thou upon Earth ; therefore let thy Words 
© be few.) 

2. Sueeposs Cremrodid addreſs his Penates in 
the Form you addreſs your Images; is this any ex- 
euſe, or rather is it not an Aggravation of your 
Crime? Is a Chriſtian to retain and defend Idola- 
try from the Examples and Authority of Heathen- 
iſm? Do you find any ſuch Apoſtrophes made by the 
Saints and Servants of Gop to Idols, in ſacred 
Writ? You here again remind me of Mr. Haxz- 
DING, who finding Moses and the Prophets againſt 
him on the Subject, very judiciouſly and modeſtly 
cites the canonical Authority of Ovip's pious Epiſ- 
tles; and lets us know from thence, © That La- 
© oDIMIA made an Image of Wax, reſembling 
6 her Husband PRO TESILAuS, to comfart her 

© in his Abſence.” What, Sir, do you get by 
ſuch Apologies as theſe? Do you not hereby 
confirm that Paſſage in our Homilies, at which 
you are afterwards offended, where it is ſaid, 
That Images have been and be worſhiped in our 


* Fccleſ. 3. 2. 
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Times, in like Form and Manner as were the 
an- 


Idols of the Gentiles? And thus 
Over in one Place the Objections you have raiſed 
in another. 
a. Bor; in Truth, the Philoſopher knew bet- 
ter than to think it any Part of his Duty, or make 
it any Part of his Practice, ſeriouſſy to addreſs 
his Houſhold Gops, But ſurely you are ſerious 
in your religious Application to the ſacred Ima- 
| Crekxo at other times, and when in Con- 
verſe with his Friends, tells you plainly, that 


what was uſual to be done in a civil Cauſe, was 


quite impertinent upon a more private and ſerious 
Occaſion. Ttaque nifs ineptum putarem in tali Diſ- 
pu tat ione id facere quod cum de Republica diſcepta- 


dur, feri imterdum ſolet, jurarem per Jovem Deofque 
Pen ates T. 


XXX. 


© Bur if I like not O Crux, Sc. take, ſay you, 

0 2 Crucifixe * Signum pro Re fignata is paſſable, 
© at leaſt in Poetry.” 

I. Al as, Sir, are you reduced to this wretched 

Shift, to make Poetry the Teſt of Orthodoxy, 

anda Figure in Rhetoric a ſufficient Foundation, 

on Which to build an Article of Faith and religi- 


ous Practice? Poets, you know, were allowed 


to lie at Will, ſo they did it with Diſcretion. 
They were indeed, in ſome ſort, Prophets and Di- 
vines ö the Heathen Church; * cannot ſtand 


1 Academ- Queſt. 4+ a0 · 
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by their Authority, ſince Life and ay are 
brought to light by the Goſpel. 

2. Bu r ſhould we indulge you the Liberty of 
explaining by a Figure in Rhetoric ſome of your 
other Addreſſes; in your Adoration of the 
Croſs there is not any Room for it: Pleaſe, Sir, 
to recollect with me, ſome of your Words: 
| Arbor una Nobilis | 
Silva talem nulla profert.— 

Fleffs Ramos Arbor alta A. 
Sola digna tu fuiſti 
Ferre Mundi Vidtimam.— 

Inter Ligna nullum tale 

Fronde, Flore, Germine. 
- Hexx, Sir, you ſee it is not poſſible, by any Rhe- 
torical Explication or Poetical Liberty, to make 
the material Tree and a crucified Redeemer, 
the ſacred Burden and the wooden Bearer, the ſame 
Thing; for you find they are really diſtin- 
guiſh'd. 

Lr us make you all the Conceſſions we can, 
and allow your Dulce Lignum, dulces Clavos, Oct. 
to be figurative, and owing to the Glow of a poetic 
Imagination, or an inflamed Piety; (and theſe . 
Conceſſions we might better make you, could we 
ſuppoſe the Croſs in this Service to be out of 
ſight) but when we ſee the Prieſt || with ſo much 
Ceremony and Circumſtance, and a Kind of Apo- 
theo/15, produce the Tree with an Ecce Lignum 


t In Miffa Votira de ſanfta Cruce- 
| In Feria ſexta Paraſceve- 


Crucis, 
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Crucis, and both he and the People with bended 
Knees adoring the Wood, can you ſay that your 
Action as well as your Language is but Figure 
and Metaphor ?-—Or muſt we believe that the 
Wood is, by a ſacerdotal Juggle, tranſubſtantiated 
into the very Body and Blood and Divinity of 
Cnz1sT Jesus? Much to this Purpoſe Joun 
the Legate of the Eaſtern Patriarch, in the ſecond. 
Council of Nice openly faith : © He that adores 
© an Image of Cur 1sr, doth not Sin if he affirm, 
« This is Cur1s Tt» the Son of Gop®*,” Nothing 
but ſuch a Suppoſition can free you from the 
Guilt of Idolatry in adoring the Croſs or any 
other Image of Curisr, 

3. Fox O Crux, ſay you, © take O Crucifixe.? 
I ask by what Authority you, Sir, can alter the 
Text of your Breviarys and Miſſals? This is an 
excellent Way of anſwering Objections, and you 
had better have begun with it; and told us in 
plain Terms, For due Worſhip in Pope Prus's 
© Creed, read zo Worſhip; for rde inves π 
© in the Acts of the ſecond Council of Nice, take 
6 Toy Hees TEOTRUV 3 and for rds tons 13 X58, read 
© Toy xe. You have an equal Right to al- 
ter any Other Paſſage in your Maſs-book, to 
ſet aſide the Authority of Pros the Fiſth and 
CLEMENT the Eighth, and where it is printed by 
their Order, Sacerdos portat Crucem :—Clerici & 
Laict Grucem adorant — Fit Adoratio Crucis — 
Sacerdos—accedit ad adorandum Crucem, you may 


* A& 4. 263. B. 
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interpoſe your own n expunge the Crux, 
And put in it's room Cr 


4. III I but add, that by the fame excelletit 
Meth6d of Criticiſm and Logic, the Images of 
the Heathen were but Signa pro Rebus fignatis ; 
and Cersvs or Jurian might with equal 
Fruth and Juſtice have defended their Adoration 
6f the Image of JurtrER O. M. by ſaying it 


was but a Sign of the Father of Gods and Men. 


XXXI. 

THvs far you have been upon the Defenſive ; 
and, like an able Champion, having ſtood your 
Ground againſt, the Enemy's Attack, you now 
turn. Affiilant, and bear down all before you. 


I 4D faid, that Mr. H. might charge you with 
worſhiping Images, conſiſtent with his Principles, 


. as a Miniſter of the Proteſtant Church of Eng- 


land, having ſubſcribed and declared his unfslgürd 
Aſſent to the thirty-nine Articles; by the thirty- 
fifth of which an Approbation is imply'd of the 
ſecond Book of Homilies, wherein the Charge 
is laid of Tdolatry againſt the Church of Rome. 


Upon this, agreeable to your ancient Arts, you 
quit the Subject of Image- Worſhip, and fall foul 
upon the Articles; particularly the thirteenth, 
Wherein, you ſay, We declare, that all the 
Actions of laßdels are Sins: And with a pecu- 
liar Smartneſs you ask me, Suppoſe my Houſe 
© was ſet on Fi ite, and a Jew, or any other Infidel 
© ſhould knock àt my Door, and call me out of 
'< my Bed to avoid the F lames 3 wou'd he by _ 

2 
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© be guilty of a Sin? Or rather would he not be 
< guilty of a great Sin, it he ſuffered me to ſleep 
© on and periſh? | —» 
To anſwer your Queſtion, I muſt firſt give 
you the Words of the Article; which are, ſo far 
- 88 they relate to your Odjection, as follow: 
py Works done before the Grace of CHRIST and 
/ © the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant 
© to God, for as much as they ſpring not of Faith 
© in Jzsvs CnugrsT ;——yea rather, for that 
© they are not done as Gop bath willed and com- 
© manded them to be done, we doubt not but 
© they have the Nature of Sin.” 

Tuis, it ſeems, does by no Means reliſh with 
you, being more abſurd than Popery itſelf; con- 
trary to Reaſon, and deſtructive of Chriſtian 
Charity. 

SuPPosE then, for Argument's ſake, and to 
pleaſe you tor once, we reverſe the Senſe of the 
Article, and directly deny what we here affirm. 

Oo Aſſertion then muſt be, That Works 
© done before the Grace of CARIST, and the In- 
© ſpiration of his Spirit are pleaſant to God, tor 
* as much-as they ſpring not of Faith in Jes us 

© CuxIsT yea rather for as much as they | 
c are not done as Gop hath willed and command- 5 
© ed them to be done, we doubt not but they — 9 

* © have the Nature of Righteouſneſs.” 

By this Declaration you will aſſert, © that 
* without Faith it is Pos ble to pleaſe Gop : 
© That whatſoever is not of Faith, is 20. Sin: 
© that Gov is the Juſtifier of him which be- 1 
8 lieveth not in J&8Vs :'—— That we may no! 1 


L 2 have 14 
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© have Grace and yet ſerve Gop acceptably ;—— 
© that all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth is 
© not the Fruit of the Spirit: That we may 
© be ſaved without the Wathing of Regeneration, 
© and the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt: That 
© we may enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
© without being born from above of theWord and 
© Spirit of Goo: - In ſhort, that we may be 
© the Offspring and Children of Gop, while we 
act not by his Spirit and do not after his Com- 
© mandments.*” | 
Hanke you can ſee neither Abſurdity nor 
Impiety, though every Step you take you give 
the Lie to Gop's Word, blaſpheme that worthy 
Name by which you are called, and deny the 
Lord that bought you. In vain you facredly 
preſerve and reverence the wooden Image, while 
you thus make the very Croſs of CuRISTH of none 
effect. The Goſpel is no longer the Power of Gon 
* ento Salvation unto the [ew-—and allo-—unto the 
Greek, it both Jew and Greek might do good 
Works and pleaſant unto Gop without it. If the 
meer natural Man can know and perform the 
Things of Gop, what neceſſity was, or is, therę 
for the Revelation, Redemption and Interceſſion 
of CuRISsT Jesus? What need for Gop's pre- 
venting or aſſiſting Grace? | 
Ix the Beginning of your Letter, you propoſe 
that we ſhould appeal to human Authority. What 
then have you to object to that of the great St. 
AvucusTINE, Where he ſays, Omnis Infidelium 
Vita Peccatum eſt; & nibil eſt bonum ſine ſummo 
| Song e 
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bono Ti enim deeſt Agnitio æternæ & income 
mutabilis veritatis falſa Virtus eft etiam in optimis 
Moribus * And very appoſite to our Purpoſe is 
that Queſtion of VINcENTIUs Lizinexns1:s : 
Was not prophane PeLacrvs a Seperatiſt, who 
© farſt had the Impydence to affirm Man to be ſo 
t free and ſufficient of himſelf, as to ſtand in no 
© need of the divine Grace, to make him good 4? 
Sir, the Authority ot the Council of Trent ſhould 
have ſome weight with You; and it declares, 
Omnes Homines, perdita in prevaricatione Ade in- 
nocentia, fatios immundos, & natura filios ire, 
uſque adeo ſervos fuiſſe peccati & ſub poteſtate diaboli 
ac mortis, ut non modo gentes per vim Nature, ſed ne 
Judæi guidem per ipſam etiam literam Legis Mos1s 
inde liberari, aut ſurgere poſſent + —— And in ano- 
ther Canon it ſaid, Fides en humanæ Salutis initium, 
fundamentum, & radix omnis Juſtificationis, fine 
gua impaſſibile eft placere Deo, & ad filiorum ejus 
conſortium pervenire $. Conſiſtently with theſe Po- 
ſitions of this Council, your own Writers tell us, 
That Faith is the Foundation and Ground- Work 
of all other Virtues ; without which no Man 
© can pleaſe Gop : Therefore, it any one be a 
Jeu, or a Heathen, or an Heretic; that is to 
5 ſay, be without the Catholic Faith, all his 
Works ſhall profit him no whit to Salvation [| :? 
And a little after they ſay, That all theſe 


* De vera innocen · e. 106. 
| RETVE's Apolog· Vol. 2, p 357» 
4 Summ : Concil. p- 412+ (2+) 
| $ Summ- Concilcir- p; 415+ 
| *Annotat- uron the Rem · Trauſlat of the N. Teſt» Note on Heb- 11. 6. 
— | < glorious 
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© sforious Perſonages (the Patriarchs) and their 
Works were commendable only through the 
© Faith they had in Cyuz1isT ; without which 
© Faith, none of all their Lives and Works ſhould 
© have profited them any whit ; the Gentiles doing 
© many noble Ads (as Heretics may alſo do) 
© which are of no eſtimation before Gov, becauſe 
© they lack Faith x.“ 


Was not Sir Tuomas Monk 'a true Son of 
your Church? Yet he allows, That no good 
© Work of Man is rewardable in Heaven of his 
© own Nature, but through the meer Goodneſs of 
© Gop, that liſts to ſet ſo high a Price on fo poor 
© a Thing; and that this Price Gop ſetteth 
© through Cuxri1sT's Paſſion, and for that alſo 
* they be his own Works with us; for good 
© Works to God-ward worketh no Man, with- 
© out Gop work in him 4. 


Now, Sir, if you agree with theſe Authortticy 
you ſwallow the ſhocking Abſurdity, which but 
now gave you ſo much Offence ; (but which, by 
the by, you have ſworn to maintain) if you 
xg om with them, I ask once more, where 

is your Unity * 


As you allow the Apocryphal Books to be 
Canonical, what have you to object toSOLOMON's 
Prayer to the Lord of Mercy, for divine Wiſdom 
to direct his Steps aright? O ſend her out of 


© thy holy Heayens, and from the 'Throne of thy 


© Glory, that being preſent the may labour with 


® Thid. v. 30. 
1 Book of Conſalation 


© me, 
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© me, that I may know what is pleaſing unto thee; 
© — So fſball my Works be acceptable: 
© Thy Counſel who hath known, except thou 
© give Wiſdom, and ſend thy holy Spirit from 
© above? For ſo the Ways of them which lived 
© on the Earth were reformed, and Men were 
© taught the Things that are plealing unto thee, 
© and were faved through Wiſdom &.“ 

Sr. Par, ſpeaking of Man unregenerate, 
ſaith, There is none Righteous, no not one '—They 
are altogether become unprofitable, there is none that 
doth good, no not one All have ſin ned and come 
Hort of the Glory of Cop; being juſtiſied freely by 
bis Grace through the Redemption that is in Cuz ist 
Jzsvs f. 

Bur a greater than Pavr. tells us, Without 
me ye can do nothing. If any abide not in me, he 
is caſt forth as a Branch, and is withered, and Men 
gather them and caſt them into the Fire, and they are 
burnt t. And again, I am the Way and the Truth 
and the Life. No Man cometh to the Father but by 
me If you will not believe theſe Authorities, 
will you believe your own Maſs-Book 2 Veni 
| Jantse Spiritus; fine tuo Numine nihil eft in Homine, 
nibil eft innoxium ||. 

Svcu is the groſs Abſurdity, againſt which 
you ſo peremptorily exclaim——which you ſo 
magiſterially condemn :——An Abſurdity advan» 


* Wild. 9+ ” 9, c- 
i Rom. 3. 
+ Joux 15+ v. 5, 6- 
& Joan 14. v 6. 
{ In Domin · Pentecoſtes. 
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ced by your canonical. Scriptures of the Old 'Teſ- 
tament, by Cxz1sT and his Apoſtles in the New, 
by your own Church, your own n, Com- 
dem and Caſuiſts. 

To ſet you, for the F uture, right i in this Doc- 
trine of. Works and Juſtification, I would, after 
the Scriptures, recommend to your perufal the 
Homilies of the Church of England, which you 
treat ſo contemptibly: Vou'l there find different 
Reaſoning from your School-Divinity : Vou'! 
learn to know, what you ſeem at preſent much 
a Stranger to, the wretched State of ſinful Man 
by Nature, with the infinite Goodneſs of Gop, 
diſplay'd in the Goſpel of Grace: You'l learn 
that it is no Abſurdity, but the moſt precious 
Truth of Heaven, that we are ſaved by Faith, and 
that not of ourſelves ; it is the Gift of GOD. 


XXXII. 


Bor yet you triumph in your Objection (may 
Gop forgive your Inſult upon his ſacred Truth 5 
and with a decifive Air pronounce and promiſe, 
© 'That whoſoever will ſhew you any Thing 0 
© abſurd in your Religion, fo contrary to Reaſon, 
© and deſtructive of Chriſtian Charity, you will 
© give up the Whole.” 
1. No one need be long at a Loſs to find Ab- 
furdities, both in your Doctrine and Practice: 
The Variety alone diſtracts, and may make one 
- dubious where to begin: But I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to our preſent Subject. I defire you then 
but to read, as follows, the Character and Conduct 


of 
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of an Idolater, as given us by Is ALA and the 
Book of Niſdom, He heweth him down Cedars, 
© and taketh the Cypreſs and the Oak :——he 
© planteth an Aſh :=then ſhall it be for a Man to 
© burni—he kindleth it and baketh Bread. 
and the Reſidue thereof he maketh a Gop, even 
his graven Image: He falleth down unto it, and 
© worſhipeth it, and prayeth unto it. For 
© Health he calleth upon that which is weak; 
© for Life prayeth to that which is dead; for aid 
© humbly beſeecheth that which hath leaſt Means 
© to help, and for a good Journey he asketh of 
: © that which cannot ſet a Foot forward ; and fot 

© gaining and getting and for good Succeſs of his 
© Hands, asketh Ability to do of him that is moſt 
, unable to do any Thingx .“ 

Is there no Abſurdity in all this? Nothing 
contrary to Reaſon and common Senſe? And is 
not this your very Practice? Has it not been 
proved upon you; and is it not notorious, even at 
this Time, to any Man who has Eyes and Op- 
portunity to ſee what is daily doing in your 
Churches abroad ? 

I mMicnr further obſerve to you, the Abſur- 
dity of your Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation; not 
only in Making, but Eating your Gop : And 
this founded upon a Suppoſition, that the ſame 
Gop firſt took himſelf, held himſelf in his own 
Hand, eat himſelf, and drank himſelf. 

Tus Arg ,; you cannot but know, 


was abhor'd and deteſted by thoſe Gentiles, who 


* Is A. 44+ Wiſd: 13. 
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had any Knowledge of Humanity and civil 
Manners : But the @wpayiz was never ſo much 
as mentioned, but to be laugh'd at by ſober 
Heathens, tho' | aſſerted and maintained as an 
Article of Faith by 600p CATHOL ICS. Accord- 
ing to you, we muſt be more than Savages, in 
order to be Saints: Worſe than Cannibals, in 
order to be Chriſtians. This, ſays Dr. Mi p- 
DLETON, © was an Extravagance ee for 
Fl ry alone; and what an old Roman could 
©. not but think too groſs, even for Egyytian Ido- 
© latry to ſwallow, is now become the principal 
© Part of Worſhip, and the diſtinguiſhing Article 
© of Faith in the Creed of modern Rome * And 
Mr. WAITTIZ TD very juſtly aſſerts, that this 
© one Abſurdity may vie with the united Force 
of all the Abſurdities of the Pagan "oy ſet 
c together +.” 

Your own Writers have indeed ingennouſly 
vonfeſied, that did their Senſes perceive, what 
their Faith, they ſay, doth oblige them to believe, 
the Horror of it would be ſo great, that almoſt 
all Perſons would abhor the Receiving this Wy 
crament +. 

Favs you acknowledge, that you renounce 
your Senſes, in order toeftabliſh your Faith, and 
act againſt Conviction, tor Gop and: Conſcience 
fake. 

2. Bur nothing, i it ſems, i in your Religion is 
e of Chrictian Charity, as the Sup- 


* Letter from —— p- 159. 
} Effay on the Supremacy - p- 94 
4 Sec Dr. WnI i r's Notes on Mar. 46. 26+ 
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poſing that all the Good that is done by Man pro- 
ceeds from the Father of Mercies, and the Gop 
of all Comfort. Now I have thought it an O. 
pinion highly contributing to diſplay the Glory 
and Goodneſs of Gop, and expreſſive of the 
greateſt Charity to Man, to ſuppoſe that the 
Divine Logos, the Mediator, the Angel of the 
Covenant, has been from the firſt Fall of Man, 
endeavouring his Recovery; and that the divine 
Spirit, both during the Diſpenſations of Nature 
and Grace, has been working in the Children of 
Diſobedience; and that the good Actions of the 
Gentile World have been effected by the Means, 
and accepted through the Merits of a Redeemer, 


And this is an Opinion, which, I conceive, neither 


this, nor any other Article of our Church doth 
contradict. Nay one of our Homilies * expreſly 


mentions the great Mercy and Goodneſs of our Savi- 


our CHRIST, in ſuffering Death UuxnIversaALLy 
for all Men. 


© Gop give his Son? He gave him to the whole 


« World, namely to AbAM, and all that ſhould come 


5 of him. 


AN eminent Arch- Biſhop of our Church, whoſe 


Authority and Sentiments upon this Subje&, T 
never heard calPd in queſtion þy any of her Sons, 


thus expreſſes himſelf in the Cafe before us. Not 
© that I believe that all Virtues of the Heathen 


© were counterfeit and deſtitute of an inward Prin- 
© ciple of Goodneſs ; Gop forbid that we ſhould 
* pals ſo hard a Judgment upon thoſe excellent 


® Seegnd Hom. on the Death and Paſſion of Car. 157, 
M 2 © Men, 


And again, But to whom did 


— ao x ——. — 
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© Men, SocxaTes, and EptcTErTus and Ax ro- 
© nxnvus, and ſeveral others: It is very 
© credible they were——not wholly deſtitute of 
* divine Aſſiſtance, no more than Jog——and 
© CoxneLtvs, who ſurely were very good Men, 
© and accepted of Gop, tho* they were Gentiles, 
© and Aliens from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and 
© Strangers from the Covenant of Promiſe ; but yet 
© not excluded from the Bleſſing of the Messi am, 
© tho* they were ignorant of him: So that 
© there is no Need ſo uncharitably to conclude 
£ that there were no good Men among the Hea- 
© then, and that the Brighteſt of their Virtues 
© were counterfeit, and only in ſhew and Appear- 
© ance ;——Good Men in all Ages and Nations, 
from the Beginning of the World, both before 
c the Law, and under the Law, and without the 
© Law, ſuch as feared Gop and wrought Righte- 
© ouſneſs, were accepted of him in the Name, and 
© by the meritorious Sacrifice of that Lamb of Gop, 
© which in Reſpect of the Virtue and Efficacy of 
© it, is ſaid to have been /lain from the Foundation 
© of theWorld *. And another of our Biſhops, 
in an Expoſition of theſe very Articles you ob- 
ject to, tells us, © that inſtead of ftretching the 
© Severity of Gop's Juſtice, in Relation to this. 
Argument, we may rather venture to extend 
5. the Bounds of his Mercy; ſince this is the at- 
c tribute, which, of all others, is the moſt mag- 
* nificently ſpoken of in the Scriptures “ q; 


F Arch-Biſhop Tutor von's Poſthum- Works. Val, xx. 5. 159, Gr» 
| 5 4 Biſnep Bun nz. ä 
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Bur if you are diſpoſed to take Things more 

rigorouſly, and to make the Articles ſpeak in 
the harſheſt Strain, ſtill your moral Jew, and 
your Infidel, who have wanted the proper Means 
of Chriſtian Conviction, are left by us to the un- 
covenanted Mercies of Gov, and the Chriſtian 
Scheme taught, as only abſolutely neceſſary to 
Chriſtian Salvation. This you might have known, 
had you been but moderately acquainted with the 
Writings of Proteſtant Divines. I particularly 
refer you to Mr. Arch-Deacon Law's Cogſidera- 
tions on the State of the World, with Regard to the 
Theory of Religion *; where you will find, how 
great is our Charity on this Subject. I mention 
this learned Gentleman in Particular, as his Diſ- 
courſes were preach'd before the Univerſity of 


Cambridge, and have, in a ſhort Time, had two 


Impreſſions. 

Tus we allow the Heathens Salvation; while 
you good Catholics, ſuch is your Charity, deny 
it to thoſe, who embrace Gop's revealed Will, 


and aſſent to every Article of the Goſpel ot 


CurxisT. We cannot indeed admit of Additions, 


clean contrary to that pure Faith once delivered 
to the Saints; and for this our heretical Obſtina- 


cy, we mult be excommunicated here and damn'd 


hereafter :!——Conſign'd over to Fire and Faggot, 


to general Maſſacrees and Executions in this 
World, and to the eternal Flames of Hell in the 
next. You ſurely, Sir, have forgot the Anathe- 


mas of the Trent Council; by which the greateſt 


2 P. 193, &c. 
Part 
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Part of the Chriſtian World bas ſo long ſtood, 
and to this Day ſtands, accurſed. Such is your 
Charity, your boaſted Charity, ſo far exceeding 
the Meaſures of Proteſtant Moderation and leſs 
Haming Zeal. | 
\ YovuxsteLr haye allow'd, in thus freely cen- 
ſuring our Article, and thinking it beſt to have it 
expung'd, © 'That Works done before Grace, be- 
© tore the Inſpiration of God's Spirit, and without 
© Faith, are pleaſant to God; and tho' not 
© done as Gop hath willed and commanded them 


© to be done, yet you doubt not but that they 
© haye not the Nature of Sin :? But for us 


Proteſtants, who declare that we have no Salva- 
tion but through Cauz1sT : For us; who acknow- 
ledge the Will of Gop for the Rule of our 
Obedience, and profeſs that we have u Sancti- 
_ fication but by the Spirit, no Redemption but by 
the Blood of Cuxisrt : For us, it ſeems, there 
is no Hope, no Poſſibility to be ſaved ; and let 
JeweL live an Angel's Lite, yet JeweL is an 
Heretic *. | 

Tus, Sir, without ranging at large in the 
wide Field of Popiſh Superſtition and Bigotry, I 
think I have ſhewn both Abſurdity and Want of 
Charity in your Religion, greater than what you 
unhappily imagin'd you ſaw in this Article : And 
now it you are a Gentleman of your Word, I 
expect you will give up the Whole. 


*The Dean of his College uſed to ſay, © T ſhould love thee Jewer, 
© if thaw wert not a Zuinglian: In thy Faith I hold thee a He: etic, but 
< ſurely in thy Life thou art an Angel; thou art very good and honeſt, 
© but a Lutheran.) Life of Biſhap J&wES prefix'd to his Works. p. 3+ 
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You next proceed to object to our Homilies; 
particularly to that Pallage, where it is ſaid, 
That both Laity and Clergy, learned and un- 
© learned, all Ages, Seëts and Degrees of Men, 
© Women and Children of whole Chriſten 


© have been at once drowned in abominable Ido- 
© latry, and that for the Space of eight Hundred 
© Years and more.* And you conclude your Quo- 
tation with a Well ſworn young Parſon 1˙ 
. InsoLENCE and ill Manners become no 
Cauſe : They diſgrace 'Truth itſelf; and are com- 
conly call'd in to recommend Falſhood, which has 
moſt Need of ſuch Support. 'The Homily is not 
ſwore to, nor any Article or Homily of the 
Church of England. Do you not here betray 
yourſelf, Sir? Was it not your own Method of 
Swearing to the Trent Council, which made you 
imagine that the ſame ſpiritual Tyranny was ex- 
erciied in the Church of England? | 
2. Bu r you will ſay, that I defended the Charge 
of Idolatry againſt the Church of Rome, made by 
a Miniſter of the Church of England, from his 
having ſubſcribed to the Article containing an 
Approbation of this Homily. I did ſo ; and quo- 
ted at large that Part of the Homily, on which 
I laid the Streſs, and particularly mark'd that 
Part of the Quotation, by a Raſure under the 
Words which I thought full to my Purpoſe ; 
viz, © That popiſh Images be worſhiped in our 
Time in like Form and Manner, as were the 
© Idols of the Gentiles ;——that our Image- 
© Maintainers 
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j Maintainers have had and have the ſame Opi- 
© nions.and Judgments of Saints, whoſe Images 

0 © they have made and worſhiped, as the Gentile 

© Jdolaters had of their Gods: have ufed and 

© uſe the ſame outward Rites.” 

So that by making good what is here aſſerted, 
viz. your preſent Idolatry, I proceed far enough 
to juſtify the Charge brought againſt you. | 

3. But ſhould you demand a further Proof of 
the whole Quotation produced, and——that you 
bave had have uſed Images, &c. you ſpare me 
the Trouble, ſeeing yourſelf have taken an ima- 
ginary Advantage of a Conceſſion I made you, 
ua gloried in it, viz. © That Images have been 

© in Uſe ſince the Njcene Council, and conſequent- 
* Iy ſubſiſted, fay you, nam hundred Years be- 
© fore the Reformation? ; i. e. before either Ho- 
milies or Articles were compiled. Thus you 
clear up in one Part of your Letter, what you 
object in another, and are unhappily your own 
Executioner. 

4. Bur the Term eight hundred Tears and more, 
is, I preſume, what ſhocks you, as too long and 
extenſive. 

I am deſirous to give you all the Satisfaction 
I can, in Reſpect to this obnoxious Paſſage; and 
I do this the more willingly, as I find it has been 
made the moſt of, in a ſilly Paper * wrote by ſome 
of your Communion, which (notwithſtanding the 
Apprehenſions you expreſs, in your laſt Letter, of 


* A Reman Catholic's Reaſons why he cannot conform to the Proteſtane 
Religion» 
Penal 
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Penal Laws in Caſe you ſhould anſwer me in 
print) has been printed and induſtriouſly diſperſed 
throughout the Kingdom. 

Be it obſerv'd then by you, that the Articles 
of Religion, which approve the ſecond Book of 
Homilies, were not agreed upon by the Clergy 
in Conyoeation, till the Year 1562. The Em- 
preſs IRens called the Council of Nice in the 
Year 786: So that between theſe Periods there 
paſſed no leſs than 176 Years. If we go back 
to about the Year 139, we find J. Damascenus 
the Syrian writing in Defence of Images, and 
Pope GREGOR the Third, and the Roman Cler- 
gy,ina Synod held at Rome Anno 732, by a ſolemn 
Sentence, depriving Leo the Emperor of his 
Kingdoms, and of the Communion of the Faith- 
ful, for not admitting Images; which Example 
of Grxecory, and the 7:a/ian Biſbops, the other 
Biſhops of Rome have, I believe, ſince that time 
in general follow'd, and, as our Homily expreſſes 
it, gone through with all moſt ſtoutiy. 

So that reckoning from 132 to 1562, we have 
the Church of Rome maintaining Images for eight 
hundred Years and more. 

Bu r ſuppoſe you reckon only from the Coun- 
cil of Nice, you will find but very ſew Years 
wanting of the Number aſſigned in the Homily ; 
and the Author ſeems to have had both Periods in 
his Eye ; for in another Part of the Homily, he 
mentions the World drown'd in Idolatry by the 
Space of about eight Hundred Vears *, and by 


* P. 37. 
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the Space of a ſort of hundred Nears f. By which 
Paſſages he ſhews a pretty exact Knowledge of 
= firſt Riſe and future Progreſs of Image-Wor- 
Ip. 0 | | * 3%, 
J. Bur till the Roman Church, you may ſay, 
does not include whole Chriftendom ; (tho? at other 
Times you are ready enough to tell us ſo) the 
Phraſe is too general and comprehenſive : You 
have particularly mark'd as offenſive and obnoxi- 
ous the Words, all Ages, and, Young Children. 
Nov, Sir, I am not for defending what appears 
to me not defenſible: I freely confeſs to you, 
that it does not ſeem to me exactly true, that 
whole Chriftendom was drown'd in abominable Ido- 
latry, during the Term of eight hundred Years, 
or even ſince the Council of Nice; for tho? the 
French, the German and the Engliſh Churches had 
Pictures in their Places of public Worſhip, for 
Decoration and Inſtruction of the People, yet 
they condemned the Worſhip of them tor a long 
Time after that Council ; as appears from the 
ſecond Canon of the Council of Franckfort, the 
Caroline Books, the Council of Paris Anno 824, 
and AcoBARrpus Biſhop of Lyons, de Imaginibus, 
in the Time of Lupovicus Pius about the Year 
829 and afterwards. So that the Expreſſion whole 
Chriftendom can only be deſign'd to deſcribe the 
general Prevalency of this Corruption: If it 
means more, it is a Miſtake; and the Church of 
England never pretended to Infallibility. But 
the Author of the Homilies, if a Writer may be 


P. 63. 
allowed 
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allow'd to explain his own Meaning, ſeems to 
have thought the 'Terms too general; and has, 1 
think, in the next Paragraph ſubjoin'da Limitation ; 
allowing it © to be poſſible in ſome one City or 
little Country to have Images ſet up in Temples 
and Churches, and yet Idolatry, by earneſt and 
© continual Preaching of God's true Word and 
the ſincere Goſpel of our Saviour CR ISH, may 
© be kept away for a ſhort Time.” 


6. Tae Term all Ages is very juſtifiable, if 
you will allow us to explain our own Homilies, 
conſiſtently with the Rules of Charity and Gram- 
mar. According to theſe we ſay, that ſome, not 
all Perſons of all Ages, i. e. of both old and young, 
have been carried away by the prevailing Cor- 
ruption. | 

. Nor fo, ſay you: He ſhould by right have 
excepted Children not attained to the uſe of Reaſon. 

 SuxELy, Sir, you cannot imagine, without 
expoſing your own Ignorance of Scripture, that 
the Author of the Homilies intended to include 
Infants, not attained to the Uſe of Reaſon. This 
Senſe, I apprehend, could enter into no Man's 
Head, but that of one who'is obliged to argue 
againſt common Senſe in Support of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation. Why do you not object, for you 
have equal Reaſon, to that of Moss: © Gather 
© the People together, Men and Women and 
© Children, and thy Stranger that is within thy 
© Gates, that they may learn and fear the Lord 
© your Gop, and obſerve to do all the ron 15 
this 


N 2 
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6 this Law * ;—— Or to that of Jos nua, where 
it is faid, © That there was not a Word of all that 
8 Moss commanded, which Jos nv read not 
© before all the C tion of Hruel, with the 
© Women, and the little: ones and the Strangers 
© that were converſant among them f. Should 
not the ſacred Writers, according to you, have 
excepted thoſe not attained to the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon? 

You will further recolle&, that the littie Chil. 
dren (raid pes ) of Bethel, a Place where 
Ir RoBOAM erected one of the Golden Calves 
to draw the Children of Jrael to Idolatry, and 
where he built an Houſe of high Places, and 
raiſed an Altar to ſacrihce unto the Calves that 
he had made, ——theſe little Children, I ſay, edu- 
cated no doubt in the Idolatry of their Parents 
(for the Image of the Golden Calt had now con- 
tinued among them upwards of ſeventy Years) 
were forty-two of them, by a ſpecial Judgment 
of Heaven, devoured or tore for mocking of 
EL184 the Prophet of the true Gop f. Now, 
according to your Way of Reaſoning and Ob- 
jetting, He, i. e. Gov, by right ſhould have excepted 
thoſe at leaſt not attained to the Uſe of Reaſon. 

8. Bur let what has been hitherto ſaid in De- 
fence of the Homily paſs for nothing: Suppoſe, 
it you pleaſe, the whole Paſſage you here quote 
and object to, to be a Miſtake, nay a Falſhood 


and indeftnfible,. no Clergyman's Character, who 
- hag | # Deutr- 31. 12. 


Josk- 8. 35+ 
; 4 2 Kings ch» 3. 233 24; 


ſubſcribes 


ſubſcribes and declares his Aſtent to the Articles, 
is thereby at all affected. The thirty-fifth Arti- 
cle ſays, that the ſecond. Book of Homilies 
+. doth contain a godly and wholeſome Doctrine, 
and neceflary tor theſe Times.“ Now pray, Sir, 
does the Term Doctrine imply a Matter of Fact, 
or rather an Object of Faith, or Leſſon of Prac- 
tice > Are bi/ftorical Truth and hole ume Dofirine 
ſynonimous and convertible Terms? When a 
Deiſt affects to ſay, that he allows of the Moral 
of Cux1sT, does he thereby aſſert his Belief of 
the miraculous Works of the Son of Gon, and of 
the whole Goſpel Hiftory ® Should you affirm, that 
there are many whol/ome Leſſons of civil Prudence in 
PruTArcn's Lives, could I with any Manner of 
Decency or common Honeſty thence deduce, that 
you allerted, nay ſwore to, the 'Truth of every 
hiftorical Fatt related in PLUTARCH ? 

Hence, Sir, you ſee how the Writer of the 
Paper above-mentioned has impoſed upon you, in 
furniſhing you with this Objection -; and how 
weak and ſenſeleſs his Calumny is, when he adds, 
© that this [Paſſage] is the main Foundation of 
the Proteſtant Church *. The main Doctrine 
which this Homily undertakes to defend, is 
That the Worſhip of Images is Idolatry ; which 
in itſelf is plain and true, as that Go and 
his Word are true; altho' the particular Paſ- 
ſage you object to, which does not relate di- 
rectly to the Doctrine, ſhould. prove to be erra- 
neous; and I might have contented myſelt with 


* Rom. Cathol. Reaſons. 3. 3 
juſtifying 


juſtifying Mr. H. as acting conſiſtent with his 
Character, as a Miniſter of the Proteſtant Church 
of England, in ſaying Chad he faid it) © that 
© you worſhiped Images, by referring you to 
the twenty-ſecond Article of Religion, -which 
he ſubſcribed, and wherein the Romiſh Doctrine 
of Worſhiping and Adoration of Images is ſo juſt- 
ly and truly cenſured. - 


XXXIV. 

_ You next Exception to the Homily has ſome 
Relation to the Doctrine, and conſequently to 
our Approbation of it by ſubſcribing the Arti- 
cles; and could you make good your Objettion, 
T ſhould think we do wrong in approving the 
Homily, which ſays, © That Popiſh Images and 
© the Idols of the Gentiles are all one concerning 
© themſelves, and that you worſhip your Images 
© as the Gentiles did their Idols? 

To this you reply, That you think the 
© Gentiles efteemed their Idols as Gods, and wor- 
© ſhiped them as ſuch, but you do not eſteem your 
Images as Gods, nor worſhip them at all in our 
© Senſe of the Word Worſhip.” 

1. Tye Gentiles did not eſteem their Idols as 


Gods: The Wiſeſt of them at leaſt had very 


different Sentiments (whatever the Mob mig ht 
have among them, as among you) and never 
look'd on their Images as any other than Symbols 
or Repreſentations of that Being, to whom they 
gave Divine Worſhip. The Words of EuszglIus, 
whoſe Authority, as he was a Chriſtian 9 
an 
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and of eminent Learning, are worth your No- j 
tice: It is manifeſt, ſays he, even to them- N 
« ſelyes, 1. e. the Heathen, that their lifeleſs 
Images are not Gods *.“ The famous Roman 


Annaliſt makes Ae RT INA thus Philoſophize; it 
on in Effigies mutas Divinum Spiritum tranſ- . 
fuſum + ; and thus Cictzo confeſſes, Joven La- 60 
pidem, non eſſe Deum. The Heathens, when hard Fi 
preſſed by the primitive Chriſtians on the Subject 4 


of Image- Worſhip, ſtill denied that they believ'd 
theſe Images to be real Gods: They adored not, 
they ſaid, the Wood, the Braſs, Gold or Silver, 
as if theſe Metals were of themſelves Gods ; 
but they worſhiped the Gods, 'who by Virtue 
of the Conſecration or Dedication, inhabited 
theſe Images +. It is remarkable in the Coun. 
cil of Nice, that when one of the Fathers ac. 
cuſed the Heathens of Idolatry, as honouring 
their Images as Gods, they utterly denied this, 
and ſolemnly affirmed, that they only worſhiped 
thoſe incorporeal Beings, which the Images re- 
preſented ; and therefore they came off as well as 
theſe Fathers, who ſay, © They do not make the ; 
© Image of CuRIST, to worthip the Image it- 1 
6 ſelf, but that the Mind, ſeeing it, may fly to 
© Things above .“ I think there is ſcarce one 
Argument you make uſe of, in Defence of your 
J. Images, which the Heathen did not apply to the WW 
Support of their Idols; They faid, as you ſay, | 


* Sec STILLINGFLEET's Idolat · of the Ch. of Rome. p-. 65. 
TAcir. Ann. 4. 82. 


J Sec Mitt an's Hiſt, of the Propagation of Chriſtianity. Vol. 1 p+ 236+ 
Preſer vat · againſt Popery. Vol. 2. Tit: 6. P. 297 · | 
that 


2190 Akon on nage -I or fois. 
that they were Inſtruttion for therIgnorapt; Si 6 
of divine Honour, Helps to; the R 
brance; and which, ſerv'd to gepreſent Things 
ir what was viſible bat they 
Which did inſtrust them in the 
Worſnip of Gol Gop:—— That they did not worſhip 
r Repre- 


= and not the Repfeſentee, 
ve 


aſcended to the Prototype . 


Ax not your Images and the Idols of the Gen- 
tiles u one concerning themſelves 1==— Alike the 
Work of - Men's Hands, Mood and Stone, which 
neither ſer nor bear, nor ent nor ſmell +? There is 
no Difference, but in the Name: What was an 
ancient Demigod, " have Dos; 4 » n 
Saint 4. 

ae you bee that you cannot acquit 
yourſelves, but by the fame, Arguments which 
will clear the Heathens ; and if you are not;cri- 
minal in your Practice, ſo neither were they, . 
. Iain, then you tell us, That. pan du not 

worſhip Images ar all, in our Stnſe of the Word 
Wonsutp. Enough his been already ſaid, in 
the former Part of this Letter, to prove e 
Practice upon you, and to ſhe w that 47 Wor- 
ſhip of Images is unlaw ful and unſcriptural. Vou 
very well know, that the higheſt Authority 
of your Church enjoins the Worſhip of them, 
us peremptorily beftows 4 Curie upon thoſe 


Tg * 
* „ Vid. at · Arn 6. V4, 266. | 
I Deutron- ch. 4+ v. 28. TY 


+ See Dr Miborz ron Letter from Rune. p- * 163, Ge. 
who 


and from the 8 


1 


1 
- 
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who deny, or ſo much as doubt about this Ado- 
ration, Tis in vain you make a Noiſe about 
the Word Wor/bip. While it remains a Part of 
the ſecond Commandment, it muſt condemn you. 
You had better do as Bonner Biſhop of London 
did, in his Inſtructions to his Dioceſe in x555, for 
. the Words Worſhip them, order to be read, Nor 
adore them with GOD's Honour *. But what a fad 
Degree of Apoſtacy from Gop's Truth is this; 


when you cannot juſtify your Practice without 


altering the divine Commandments: When your 


Conduct muſt be made the Meaſure of the Law N 


of Gop, and not the Law of G the Meaſure 
of your Conduct? 


ArTex all, Facts are plain Things, ſpeak for 
themſelves, * will ever be too ſtrong for Chi- 
cane and Sophiſtry; and I muſt ies. up my 
Senſes and my Underſtanding, if I can fee 
you moſt exactly conforming to Pagan Rites, 
and at the ſame Time abſolve you from Pagen 
Idolatry. 

Fon inſtance, when I ſee your Churches e- 
quipp'd like the Heathen Temples, Incenſe 
breathing, Lamps burning, your Altars and I- 
mages with votive Offerings hanging round them: 
When I hear your Addreſſes to the Saints 
(the Prototypes of many of your Images) as toſub- 
ordinate Deities and Mediators between Gop and 
Man, your Prayers and Praiſes to them for 


* Hiſtory of on Reform: abridg'd. Vol: 3+ p. 218. 
Health, 
Oo 


S 


4% a 7 Ae nabe mu. 
Health, Safety, Succeldy &h— 


the forg'd Miracles aſcribed to your Images, as 
they were to the Pagan Idols: When 1 hear of 


- others over the Winds, Os 


When I read. 


your carrying, and. dancing round-theſe Images 
_ of your Saints in your Proceſſions, to Singing and 
Fate When 1 behold them array'd in coſtly 


0 


Apparel, and deck'd with precious Stones: When 


I find them not only in your Churches, but in 

Groves, in high Places, in High-ways, and in 
the Corners of your Streets: When I behold 
you bow ing to them, proſtrate before them and 
devoutly W orſhiping them: Can I, notwithſtand- 


- ing all this, renounce my Eyes, and Ears, and 


Reaſon; and ſay, that tho theſe are the very 
fame Things 9 1 Were practiſed by the Heathens, 
yet they are not heatheniſh ; and that the Roman- 
is may be reputed Saints in doing 'That for 


Which the Parans were condemn'd as Sinners? 


Bur I need not enlarge in Proof of this Part 


- of the, Homily, That you do worſhip your 


4 Taz old B E Paganiſm, it is well known, had each their 


diſtinkx Provinces or Præfe tures : And thus we are told, that the preſent 


Inhabitants of South Guinea have each of them, Men and Women, their 


peculiar Idols ; one for a happy Delivery, when with Child, another for 
the Head-ach, another for the Fever or Ague ; others for venereal Diſ- 
eaſes, for the Worms; to preſeryt them from being drown'd, and from 


Robbers for preventing Storms in their Voyages at Sea, and ſo 44 
- infinitun for or againſt all the Caſualties that attend humane Nature · 
_ Cavnxcair's Voyages, Vol. 5+ p. 315: Thus among the Romaniſts abroad, 
it is well known. that they have different Saints to recur to in their 
different Exigencies ;\ Their Number is aſtoniſhing ; ſome they have made 
,  Proteftors of their Corn, Cattle, Hawking, Hunting, and even of. their 
enlawful Pleaſures : St. Ion Arius of Loyola is the Protector of thoſe 
that are with Child, and of Women given to their Pleaſure : Some preſide 


over particalay Countries, Cities, Societies, and even the diffcrent Trades 


of Men; others over the ſeveral Diſeaſes of a Body or the Mind; 


"7 


_ © Images, 


* 


, 
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- Images, as the Heathens did their Idols.” The 
Homily Aſelf has effectually and undeniably 
prov'd it; and it appears Fa little Strange, that | 

ertion, without taking 


you ſhould object to the A 
the leaſt Notice ot, or framing any Exception 
againft the Proof. For your further Satisfaction 
in this Point, I would recommend to your Peru- 
ſal Monſ. ps Czxoy G. Ax Tu's Book, entitled, 


read without Prejudice, I am perſuaded 50 Would 
bavy ſaved both yourſelf and me this Trouble. 


XXXV. 


© Bur if you are Ide how came our 
c Anceſtors, yow ask, to have Recourſe to an 
6 idolatrous Church for Conlecration 2? _ 

You might, Sir, as well ask, why in dividing 
Stocks and diſſolving Partnerſhip with a bad A1. 
ſociate, I choſe, in ballancing Accounts, to ac- 
cept from him good Money and reje& the bad 
he offer'd me, and in Which he was uſed to deal? 
Or, how I could think of him otherwiſe than as 
an honeſt Man, becaule the Cath I receiv'd from 
him was good ? - Yow might. as-well ask, Why 
Chriſt and Chriſtians received from the Jewiſh 
Church the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and 
did not at the ſame Time embrace the Traditions 


of their Rabbis — 5 the Dream gf es Tal- 
mudiſts? N 


Oz | To 


The "three Conformities, or, The 2 of the 
Romiſh Charch with Gentiliſm ; and Dr. Mi DDLE» 


ToN's Letter from Rome, with the Prefatory Diſ- 
_ courſe annex'd to it: A Book, which if you had 


rm 
* 1 


. * 
* 4 
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To make the Caſe more plain: A Parent leaves 
by Teſtament an Eſtate, and by it a ſufficient 
Proviſion for his Children; but appoints Guardi- 
ans in Truſt for the Adminiſtring ſome Part of 
this Proviſion ; gives them a ſpecial Commiſſion 
to this Purpoſe, and inveſts them with a legal 
Title to the Eſtate. They for ſome Time diſ- 
charge their Truſt faithfully, by a ſtritt adhe- . 
rence to the Teſtator's Will; but by degrees they 
degenerate: They deprive the Children of a Part, 
and a very material Part of the Proviſion left 
them: They clog the Will with new Conditions, 
and oblige their Wards to Principles and Prafti. 
ces, ſome quite foreign, and ſome clean contrary 
to the Intention and even the expreſs Words of 
the Teftator. The Children advance in Age, and 
at laſt get a ſight of the Will, which had for ſome 
'Time been ſecreted from them, and ſee with ſor- 
row the Shameleſs Violation of it, which they 
Had been led into. A favourable Opportunity is 
offered by Providence to throw off all unjuſt Con- 
ditions and illegal Terms, to which they had 
been hitherto obliged to ſubmit by the Power and 
Policy of their former Guardians; who, they 
find, had inveſted others with as good a Title to 
| the Eftate, as they themſelves had. The Chil- 
| dren | henceforth act under the Guidance and = = 
1 Guardianſhip of theſe legal Subſtitutes, Who 
make the Teſtator s Will the profeſs'd Rule of 
| their Conduct. . 
; Nou, Sir, it would be with a very ill Grace, 


the tormer Guardians ſhould reproach the * 
4 Iren 


$ .. 


* 


Directions; and it would ſurely be diſhonourable 


Leer on — * 


A with havi ing deſerted their Guidance and 


to expect that their firſt Title to the Eſtate, 
ſhould give them a Power to impoſe the moſt un- 
reaſonable and unjuſt Conditions upon the Children: 1 

And to ask them, why they allow'd of their (5. e. ; 
the Guardians) original Right, and did not at the | 
ſame Time 2 all their ſubſequent Impoli- 1 
tions, would be the ſame Thing, as to ask, why ol 
they did not ſacrifice their Conſcience and their N 
Intereſt to the arbitrary Will of faithleſs Men: 
Why they choſe to follow Truth and Law, 
without the Mixture of Falſhood and Injuſtice > 
Why they were willing to avail themſelves of 
a Power to do Right, and did not rather deſire to 
continue in the Wrong? The Power in the o- 
riginal Guardians and Conſtituents, and in their 
legal Subſtitutes and Succeſſors, is allow'd to be 
the ſame; the only Difference then remaining is, 

That the Abuſe of it by the Former, and the 
proper Uſe made of it by the Latter, muſt reflect 
Shame upon the one and Glory upon the other. 

Ir you are deſirous of further Satisfaftion in | 
this Point, I refer you to Dr. Hicks's Controver- 2 
fral Letters *, and to BiſhopSTIITINOGOTIEE T's 6 
Anſwer to the ſeveral Treatiſes occaſioned by his þ 
Diſcourſe con Ahoy the . of * Church of 
Rome f. 5 
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XXXVI. 


* 


* A _ + ? * * e 
. + 
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v » XXXVI. * 1 2 
- You next ſay, © n in charg- 


< ing You with worſhiping Images, had a Whole 
Catalogue of Proteſtant Divines, and thoſe 


aſſembled in Council, againſt him; and con- 
*-ſequently. Fearing: A. 0 . Charge * of 
©Tdolatry.” * 


I Toro You, I was a Siraghfir to that Council, 
tho? myſelf a Proteſtant Diyine; and ex 


. from you, that you would haves directl named 
it: But Tfind you are a prudent Man: It is cer- 
tainly a wiſer Part to ſtiſſe Evidence, which upon 


croſs examining may betray or Ware our Cauſe, 
than to produce It. 


© You have here, I See put me to no ſmall 
Trouble, in finding out this famous Council. 1 


recolleSee} with ſome Care, t he moſt memorable 
Periods of our | Hiſtory ſince the Reformation, 
and conſulted fuch Writers as I thought could not 
have omitted fo remarkable a Tranſaction: But 
my Labour was. all in yaih. "Conſcious of my 


own Inabilities, I conſulted ſome learned Friends 


upon the Occaſion, but with no better Succeſs : 
And where was the Wonder; for how ſhould 
they find what never had a Being? As I was 
detending the Sentiments and Conduct of a Pro- 
teſtant Miniſter of the Church of England, I 
imagined naturally enough, that this Council, 


with which you confronted me, had been in a 


great Meaſure compoſed of our own Divines ; .or 


at leaſt, that they had been admitted to a Seat i in 
tits Proteſtant ow om and had Joined i in the De- 


claration 


lerne. 0 ; 


x. 
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* clan you mention. But how great was my 
Surprise; * find that you had been all this While 
- aindling me with the Deciſion of the Faculty at 
Heimſtadt, an univerſity of Lutherans ? Your 
_ Record for this Anecdote is a common News- 
Paper, the Po Boy of Ju i, 1708, no tack'd 
to a moſt groſs Heap of Folly and F alſhood, 
which, I find, you are at this Time communica- 
ting to your Neighbours, for their Edification in 
Chriſtian Truth and Knowledge. With this 
Lutheran Deciſion I haye nothing to do, as a 


Miniſter of the Church of England; and the 


Weakneſs and Fallacy of it agg doubt not, 


been ſufficiently expoſed: But I cannot help ob- 
ſerving, 1. That the Occaſion of it (the Princeſs 
of Wolfenbuttle's Marriage with CuarL Es III, 
King of Spain). gives great Room to ſulpect, 
that the Intrigues of a Court had more influ- 
ence upon the Deciders than the Inſpiration of 
Heaven: 2. That you are not hereby clear'd 
from the Imputation of Idolatry ; for it is ſome- 
thing remarkable, that in reciting the Objections, 
which the Faculty ſuppoſe might be made to 
their Deciſion, they carefully paſs over Image- 
Worſhip, and other Enormities of the Roman 
Church: What they mainly aſſert is, That the 
Foundation of Religion ſubſiſts in the Roman 
Catholic Church ;* and ſeem to take it for 
granted, that no Antichriſtian Superſtructure 
had been added to that Foundation. Nay they 
declare further, that the Princeſs © was to make no 
© formal Abjuration=—That controverted Points 
© were not to be impoſed upon her,— * 
| er 
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© her Buſineſs only was to continue in. the Simplitity 
© of the Fatth* 3. The Deciſion of this particular 
Caſe, is ſo far from being the Reſult of a proper 
Proteſtant Council, or agreeable to Proteſtant 
Principles, that your Record tells you, iz bad 
given juſt Were fo naß of the arm: 8 
"he 
Bor your Modeſty and Logic on this Oeca- 
© fion, are really admirable. This Council or 
Catologue of Proteſtant Divines, which you are 
ſo very ſhy of Naming, is, it ſeems, of Moment 
and Authority fufficient to clear you from the 
Charge of Idolatry, while the Arch-Biſhop and 
Biſhops of the upper Houſe, and the whole 
coy of the nether Houſe of Convocation, who 
m'd, by their Subſcription, the  thirty-nine 
Articles, are of no Manner of Conſideration or 
Weight, As being under Reſtrictions, and who 
© had-proyed themſelves an odd ſort of People; 
and had befides a Woman Pope to head them; 
© which, you ſay, will certainly make an odd 
© Fj igure in the Eyes of Poſterity .* | 
SvxeLy, Sir, if you had known any Thing 
of the Hiſtory of Councils and Popes, you would 
have forbore to touch upon this Subject; as it 
opens a Scene ſo black, ſo infamous, and ſo re- 
proachful to your Cauſe, and to your Church. 
.-* Your boaſted general Councils, * ſays a lear- 
ned Writer, however CY from with- 
© out, fell under the Bondage of their own Cor- 
© ruptions, overawed by Threatnings, perverted 
© by 


A 
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and conſequently poſſeſſed Nothing but s Phan- 


tom of Liberty, to delude the World with a 
© Belief, that their Decrees in Compliance with 
© the Suggeſtions. from the Conclave, were the 


> Reſults of tree: Conſultations amongſt the Fa- 


© thers, guided and aſſiſted by the Opctations of 
© the Holy Spirit 80 Har to charge un- 
due Confinement on Proteſtant Councils, aud 
© aſſert the Freedom and Regularity of Popith 


Councils ig to write with a Pen ſuperior to 


8 the Force and Power of Evidence *. 
Bu r, to confine. myſelf to the preſent Subje&, 


let me ask you, Sir, Who was it that, maugre 
the Oppoſition of ſeveral, cauſed it to be decided 


(they are your.own;Dvean's Words) © that I- 
mages might be had and'hobured?” Was it 
not Pope IA NE, the moſt abominable of Wo- 
men, not to be parallel'd for Ambition and Cruelty 
who murder d 2 own Son and uſurped his Empire? 


he aſhamed of talking of Reſtraints upon the 


Convocation, while it remains upon Record, that 
at this Council, Where Idolatry was firſt eſta- 
bliſh'd by Law, the Empreſs' s Guards kept the 
Iconeclafts from entering the Council, and her- 
ſelf undertook to rl the Conftitutions & it in 
Force. 


How different was this from your Caſe, with 


ReſpeR to this very Reign which you accuſe ? 
— Were you excluded from any Admiſſion, De- 


Dr. Ruvvozns's Hiſtor Eflay on the 8 the Church of 
<> hy kk p-. 227, 153. 
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| bate; or Argument in Defence of your Chuſe'>' 9 


Nay were you not invited to free Conference in, 
1559, a little before the Articles were confirmed, 
= had the Modeſty to decline n 

As to the Reſtrictions, you mention, Which 


he Convocation lay under, © So remote,” lays, 


the learned Writer juſt now quoted, cas undue 
© Reſtraint from the Maxims'of this Reign, that 
© the Synod was favoured with frequent Licences 
© from the Queen to treat, debate, and conclude ; 
© and as they made no Scruple to addreſs the 


Qveen upon proper Occaſions, fo her Majeſty | 


< waspleaſed tg receive their Addreffes gracioufly, 
upon Points that were not N to the Tafte 
© oh- the Court . WW pg 


Wir Reſp to, the WE S Popedome, it 


ſhould be remember'd, that the interfered no fur. 
ther in the Determinations about Religion, than 
had been the Cuſtom, and deemed the Right 


of Chriſtian Princes, in the early Ages of the 


Church; ſuch as CoNSs TAN TIN E, THoposTvs, 
and VALENTINSAN-{|, © The fame Power, an 

eminent Prelate tells us, © the Chriſtian Enipetors 

of old aſſumed ur to "themſelves, to convocate 
© Synods, to preſide in Synods, to confirm Sy- 

* to eſtabliſh Eccleſiaſtical Laws, to receive 

r to. nominate Biſhops, to ejedt Biſhops, 

upp 


o © Pierce, in Councils, out of Councils, by 


See Dr. ©* Avi," 


= Dr. Rex#or.vs, p- 171, and fee T's aer's Church * England de- 


n in Anſwer to England's Converſ. and Reform · compar d. p. 362. 
| | * D.. RRTNOI DS, p- 5» 


* themſelyes, 


reſs Hereſies, to compoſe Eccleſiaſtical 


Ts 
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Style of Head of the Church ; as being 


* | 
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= themſelves, by their Delegates: All which is | 
as clear in the Hiſtory of the Church, as if it © 


© were. Written with a Beam of the Sun *, N 
Vo might, Sir, have been further inform'd 
by Hiftory, that Queen Ex Iz ABE TH diſliked the 


ſaid, only to Cnz IH; and "that ſhe took order 


in her firſt Parliament, to have it lelt out of her 
Title. . 

I {ies they? upon the wholey/ it had been 
as Prudent if you had faid nothing about this 


Petticoat Pope, as it naturally recalls to our 
Memory her. immediate Predeceſſor Mary the 
Merciful 5 She it was that ſummoned the Con- 


yocations by her Writ, with the Title of Supreme 


Head of the Church; and with Reluctance laid it 
aſide, for political Reaſons (as there is Room to 
oonjetture) after ſome Vears Poſſeſſion. The 
Convocation, during her Reign, did nothing 
worth mentioning. The Reſtoration of Popery 
was effected by Court Intrigue and Parliamentary 


Deciſion. © 


the Maſs, and re-eſtabliſh'd Croſſes and Images ? 


We are told by Hiſtory, © that beſides the ordinary 


Ways made uſe of by Kings, to have Parlia- 
© ments at their Devotion, all ſorts of Artifices, 
© Frauds and even Violences were put in Prac- 
© tice to carry their Elections for this Parliament 
© in favour of the Court. As Care was before 


* taken to change the Magiſtrates in the Cities 


2 By. 1 s Anh, to Met de la ml 7. 390 


* 


due, ſhe 


And what a Parliament was this, which 
enacted the Form of the Public Worſhip, reſtored 


and 0 
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* ++ and/Counties, and not oge almoſt left in xi 
. ow who was not a Roman Catholic, or had als, 
*: W : 9 to become one, every Deſign was countenanced 
hw Be * 1 Which Was in order to have the Returns on that 
MY: * Sich. On the Contrary, thoſe who. were ſuf- 


ö ,pefted.of leaning to the Proteſtant Cauſe, were k 


| * ppriſonments on the moſt frivolous Pretences. In 


e « affiſt in Aſſemblies Where Elections were to be 
made. In ſhort, in Places where it was not 
 _ », © poſſible to go to work ſo avowedly, by Rea- 
- © fon of the Superiority of the Retormed, the 
.- <CSherifs rsd to the Court made falſe Re- 
© turns *. 45 
Hax, Sir, you ſee no Reſtrictions; the Men 
concerned prove themſelves an honeſt Sort of Peo- 
ple; and the pious Princeſs, her Arms adorned 


1 with Blood and Flame, will certainly make a 
e uerious Hgure in ue Hes of Poſterity. 

| 4 Turk is now. remaining but one Part of your 
7” Letter, which 1 have left unanſwer'd ; and That 
my muſt remain ſo for me: I mean thoſe Flowers of 
* Rhetoric, "thoſe genteel Apellations, which you 
1 have beſtowed upon the Whole Body of * 
| cee. tabliſh'd Clergy ; either as Proofs of your 


Politeneſs, or Specimens of your Modeſty, or 


1 . f of your Gratitude for that Lenity and 
| of T4 N Hiſt of Erg. wr 129. ka * 
„ | Forbearance | 
8 | * ” * 
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© diſcouraged by * by Actions, by Im- 


A ſeveral Places Things were carried with ſuch 
e. © Violence , that Proteſtants were not allow'dto . l 


with Racks and Gibbets, her Creſt emblazon'd . 
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; F with which you are indulg'd by ww. 
-”-, | © Government, whoſe Miniſters you revile. Theſes, 
I ay, I muſt leaye unanſwer d; for my Religi- 
on teaches me not to return Railing tor Railing, 
bdaurt contrary wile Bleſfing. Ithersfore leave you in 
ull and peaceable Poſſeſſion of your bard Names, 

+ to be applied, for Want of Argument, to your 
| future Occaſions: And'T-pray God to give you 


* e of Wiſdom, of _ ud of a ſound | 
inc. WIN 


| 7 ws, Sir, Ge. 
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